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All belongs to Him. Nothing, came from Him. Yet to take this Janma, 
He did it. He confused people by calling himself 'A Beggar'. In Vridanvan, 
He displayed his divinity. He did only good. He reformed several people. 
Improved a number of people. Took them to God's World. His methods are 
very simple — 1) Have a good mind 2) Help others 3) Elevate others. Don't 
indulge in unnecessary farce and tall talk. 82 years or so He is said to 
have been in this world. He did a lot of good work. 'Sainatha', I got an 
opportunity of worshipping him. It was through guru Radhakrishna Swamiji. 
All of you, All the best. Shouldn't suffer. Be always be.

Shri R. Seshadri was born in the year 1922 in anjavur. He was a journalist for many newspapers. He 
met Radhakrishna Swamy for the rst time in 1954 and since then has been associated with Sai Baba.

Radhakrishna Swamy and Sai Spiritual Center. He was the President of Sai Spiritual Center, Bangalore. 
He has given his blessings to Aura of Shirdi Sai through a video message. e transcript for audio is given 
above.

At the outset my respectful pranams at the Holy feet of H.H. Narasimha Swamiji, 
who was the pioneer of Sai Movement and who was instrumental in bringing out 
Sai Baba out of Shirdi. Shri Narasimha Swamiji brought out literature in print form 
for the propagation of Sai Baba's teaching. 

We all belong to one Sai family and our kind Mother Sai enables all children to 
mingle with each other and exchange their thoughts and experiences in Sai bhakti 
and seva. However much we try to do prachar of Sai Baba it is only a drop in the 
ocean. 

ough there are many websites in various languages which do prachar of Sai 
Baba, I am glad to hear that Smt. Prathibha Ji is using the modern technology 
combining with the traditional method of prachar and bringing out an eMagazine 
Aura of Shirdi Sai  for the prachar of Sai Baba to the International devotees 

through the latest communication medium i.e., Internet, Smartphones, Video, 
Audio etc.

e video and audio sections of the magazine will help Sai devotees in keeping 
in touch with Sai through the modern communication methods.

I wish Smt. Prathibha Ji all the best in this venture and may Sai Baba bless her 
with all the success.

Aum Sai Shri Sai Jai Jai Sai

B
lessings from

 Shri R
. Sheshadri

B
lessings from

 Shri D
. Shankariah
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

I t was a pleasant autumn day in Bengaluru in 1989, when internet and 
electronic communication was still unheard of. e planned afternoon 
routine for the day was the usual -- Ride a bus back home from college and 

get on with the pending school work that was due next day.  I had missed the regular bus 
that afternoon and the next bus was scheduled for almost an hour later. A decision 
needed to be made: to wait for the next bus or to walk back home. e distance to cover 
from the bus stop to home was a mere 1.75 kilometers. Hence, I decided to trek back 
home. Bengaluru had a charming character in those days.  Glistening lakes and vibrant 
parks were natural sights while worn-down footpaths covered with beautiful tree 
canopies were a common feature along most of the roads. 

So began the journey home. I could walk by the Rama Mandira temple 
complex and reduce the walk by an additional few steps; however the gate 
to the temple complex was closed. So, the next option was to walk on a 
quieter side street. Pacing along the side street right by the Rama Mandira 
brought me to a quiet, seemingly undisturbed road behind Rama Mandira. 

ere stood a small temple that was previously unknown to me. I was 
involuntarily drawn into the temple by an indescribable force, almost as if 
by pure instinct.  It was more like a huge single storey with sky high 
ramparts and a gleaming marble idol installed at the far side of the room. 

e fragrance of the incense sticks that were burning cherry red by the idol 
lled the entire room. It was the most peaceful sight that I had ever 

experienced. ere were less than a handful of people sitting there and a 
lady singing some soothing bhajans in Marathi, a bhajan and language that 
were both very unfamiliar to me. e ambience was very clean and quiet. I 
had no clue what temple it was nor the name of the idol that modestly yet 
so magni cently sat there. 

Soon enough the bus rides or its schedules did not matter anymore as 
the frequency of the visits to the quaint temple soared. Strange as it may 
seem it never struck me to make an attempt to know about the name of the 
temple nor the idol that always drew me into it. Months passed like this 
with me walking into the temple at odd times and drinking the nectar of 
peace as much as possible. Finally, after several months, a usual visit 
brought me into the temple that had more devotees than usual. I overheard 
someone pointing to the idol and refer it to as 'Shirdi Sai Baba'.  So, with 
that name registered in my mind, I continued to soak myself in the 
soothing experience from the Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir in yagarajanagar, 
Bengaluru. I had no information about Sai Baba nor about any of His Leelas 
or miracles He had rendered until my visit to Mumbai in 1990. A neighbor 

Genesis of 

Aura of Shirdi Sai
an eMagazine

Almost 100 years 
after Mahasamadhi, 
here is one devotee 
trying to discover 
Sainath. It happened 
again and again; 
many a times 
devotees' endeavor 
made them discover 
many more 
unrevealed things 
about Baba and 
handed them down 
to us -- Like the sea 
which gives each of 
us treasure as and 
when we strive 
endlessly. 
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of my friend's uncle had su ered from cancer that the doctors had 
pronounced incurable. He explained how Shirdi Sai Baba had appeared 
in his dream and had said his cancer was cured. He had proceeded to 
visit Shirdi and graciously accepted Baba's Udi Prasad. From that day 
onward he was cancer-free and stunned the medical community. Back 
in those days I did not recognize that it was a Leela that Baba had 
performed on his devotee. 

Mid 1992, post-college life landed me in USA where I began my 
married life. Days and nights were lled with either school or house 
work which was then complimented by work-life and a kid. I was 
physically taken away from my lifeline. Visits to India were seldom. 
Temples in the USA back in those days were limited in number and the 
very few that existed around me were dedicated to other Gods that our 
Hindu scriptures refer to. None were dedicated to Shirdi Sai Baba. Being 
the quiet simpleton that I am, I continued to derive my peace by 
savoring on the most treasured memories I had built of Sai Baba. ese 
memories were very private and very innate within my system. All I 
knew was to think of Sai Baba and his name with no embellishments 
attached to it. It was a pure and simple remembrance - A reverence that 
seemed like a fantasy without novelty. 

More than two decades whirled by and I fast forward to the scorching American 
summer of 2014. An invitation to attend an event at a newly opened temple just 8 miles 
from home led to an invigorating encounter.  Walking into the temple couldn't have been 
any more surprising. Who do I see there? Right there facing me was the moorthy of Sai 
Baba standing against the wall across from the entrance. At last, I felt like I was being 
united with my lifeline there, that I had nally retrieved my inner sense of home. 
Following that encounter was my planned two-week trip to Bengaluru, India. Upon 
arriving in India, I was taken to the very same yagarajanagar Baba Mandir that was the 
genesis of my unknown unheard-of Sai-ism  if I may say so. e temple had blossomed 
into a very popular spiritual landmark by now. Walking into the Sai Spiritual Center was 
not only nostalgic but very telling of my spiritual side. is visit introduced me to Sai 
Nama Smarana for the rst time. With the help of the now ever-present social media, I 
joined my rst social media group. Being on this group soon introduced me to basic 
literature and few Sai Leelas. e interaction on this group slowly but surely started to 
develop a strong desire within me to visit Shirdi, for I now had a strong urge to witness 
Baba in his original abode. is urge grew stronger and stronger as time ew by and days 
turned into weeks. Unable to contain my urge, I planned another visit to India in March 
2015. e visit this time around included the most memorable trip of my life -- a two-day 
trip to Shirdi. It was a life changing experience when I, for the rst time, entered Baba's 
Samadhi Mandir on 24th March, 2015. e energy in there was something that I had 
never been exposed to before and the utter in my heart was incredible. It was an 
amalgamation of a sense of belonging, love, reverence, divinity, peace, joy, holiness, 
purity, sanctity and amazingly sadness all combined into one. I walked out of the 
Samadhi Mandir feeling completely di erent. Baba had undoubtedly drawn his sparrow 
towards him on his own accord and my strong desire that I had previously experienced 
had nothing to do with my pre-planning a trip to India. True to his assurance 'Look at me 
and I will look to you', Baba did look at me and took me under his loving care and is 
staying by my side always.

e two-week trip soon came to an end and I went back to the USA, back to the 
routine environment and work. e familiar environment that I had immersed myself in 
for almost 23 years was no longer attractive to me. I had lost all interest in the very things 
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I had worked several years for. My heart continued to long to be in Shirdi, for Baba was 
my addiction. Not that the omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent Baba is not 
wherever I am. But the feeling I experienced in Shirdi is same as that of a married woman 
would experience when she visits her mother's place, that feeling of belonging, serenity, 
and home. It is like Baba read my mind, the frequency of trips to Bengaluru and Shirdi 
increased. e very next trip led me to attend a Baba Paduka Pooja and Satsang, because 
of which I was introduced to more Baba-oriented social messenger groups.  My breadth 
of Baba devotees continued to expand. However, my dedication and spiritual knowledge 
of Baba continued to be limited to his Nama-Smarana. 

My discussions with Sai devotees were now steadily increasing in volume and I 
started to spend my evening and late-night hours with my now all too familiar social 
messenger groups.  Baba was slowly but surely connecting me to his ardent devotees 
from several regions in India without my knowledge.  He was ensuring that I was under 
his close watch and care.  He ensued that I was soaking in his love and guidance.  My late-
night hours were ever so Baba ed .  Due to the di erence in time zones, it was easy to 
chat with people in India. My late-night hours in USA were bright and extremely active 
morning hours amongst Sai-devotees in India. e shy and quiet woman that I used to be 
was no longer that. I had transformed into Prathibha Didi , Prathibha Akka , 
Prathibha Sis , and Prathibha Behen  to several Sai devotees. ey were all feeding me 

the Sai nectar day after day. e love, a ection and knowledge sharing amongst my 
spiritual circle started to multiply. Consequently, it was easy for me to stay awake 
amongst the ever so loving Sai devotee community until wee hours of the night. 

Keeping up with the trend that I had developed, I was awake until 2:00am on 
September 10th, 2016. After being forced to by my well-wishers I had nally called it a 
night, turned into the bed, and fallen fast asleep. It was a hair's width past 3:00am that I 
woke up to a deep masculine voice that asked me to 'Publish my Messages and 
Principles'. Being fast asleep I started to look for the phone by my bed side thinking that I 
had probably forgotten to turn o  the phone and there was either an audio or video 
clipping that had turned itself on. To my amazement, the phone screen was dark and 
turned o  and I heard the voice again. By now I was wide awake and was sweating as the 
realization dawned on me.  I was being ordered by Baba to spread his messages and 
principles. I was awestruck as I kept asking myself, Why me, when I am the most 
ignorant person as far as the literature by and about Baba?  My addiction was again 
taking me in his arms and caring for me.  He was ascertaining that I not only become 
more spiritually orientated but equally knowledgeable. When the reality of the situation 
dawned on me I had no two ways about it. I was going to follow the order given to me.  
But the tougher question was what and how to 
publish. Of course, Baba had given me the what . 
But I now needed Baba to help me gure out the 
how . is What  and How  question that 

cropped up in my mind was the birth of this 
eMagazine 'Aura of Shirdi Sai'. 

Per Baba's order and guidance as I take this 
rst infant step into the publishing world I 

humbly seek your support, guidance, and 
blessings to this work of Baba. 

Aum Sai Ram

Yours sincerely and respectfully 

Prathibha G.
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I n the pantheon of Spiritual teachers, Shri 
Shirdi Sai Baba stands out as a unique saint. 
He spent his entire life in Shirdi, he did not 

start any cult around himself, never acted for his own 
self-bene t nor did he appoint any successor to carry on 
his work. He did not expound any doctrine or philosophy 
other than the simple message of Shraddha (Faith) and 
Saburi (Patience). Yet his message has such immense and 
timeless power that today, the Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi 
ranks second only to Tirupathi in its ability to draw 
devotees.

Why are people drawn to Sai Baba? Why do people 
read magazines and literature related to Sai Baba? e 
answer: to learn, to enjoy and to immerse in Sai Baba. 

at is the motivation behind most, if not all reading 
ventures. We read to further our knowledge and to enjoy 
the experience of Sai Baba. We read solely for pleasure - 
the need for that innate pleasure of discovering 
something new and the pure joy of wandering through 
Sai and his life. 

As Sai Devotees, we have a fundamental need in us to 
know more about Sai. We are driven to explore and 
attempt to understand why Sai Baba chose to point his 
life in the direction of penance and love. An attempt to 
understand the spiritual whys? , or the scienti c 
hows?  It has always been that way. It will always be that 

way.

Magazines serve many di erent purposes. rough 
the medium of words and pictures, magazines can teach 
and educate. e answer is embedded in the design and 
function of those magazines. A magazine is temporary, 
inexpensive and disposable but presents fresh ideas. It 
will invigorate you with new stories, experiences and 
there is something di erent to look forward to every 
time. A magazine is a dear friend who has traveled and 
comes back with new experiences and visits you ever so 
often to enthrall you with exciting conversations.

EDITORIAL

A book on the other hand has more permanence  a 
timeless friend you can visit any time, who will remain 
relevant no matter the time it is set in.

Why do we read Sai magazines? To glimpse an insight 
into what we do not know, to a rm what we do know and 
to revel in the simple joy of exploration of our beloved 
Sai. e purpose of a Sai magazine is to be a dear 
companion and an esteemed mentor to our Sai devotee - 
the reader. If we are invited to enter that reader's house 
on paper, we will do so. If we are invited to travel on a 
stream of electrons to continue the dialogue, we had best 
be prepared to do that, too. At the end of the day, it is our 
continued ability to provide the comfort of informed, 
meaningful dialogue and knowledge that is important.

Hemadpant thought To write the life of a saint is the 
most di cult, though one may as well measure the depth 
of the water of the seven seas or enclose the sky with 
cloth-trappings. I knew, that this was the most 
venturous undertaking, which might expose me to 
ridicule .

Sai Satcharitra has given a justi cation for literature 
on Sai Baba, which I reproduce over here.

Shri Jnaneshwar Maharaj, has stated that the Lord 
loves those who write the lives of saints; and the saints 
also have a peculiar method of their own of getting the 
service, which the devotees long for, successfully 
accomplished. e saints inspire the work, while the 
devotee becomes only an indirect cause or instrument to 
achieve the end. ere are many books and magazines on 
Sai Baba in various languages both online and in print. 

e life of Sai Baba is as wide and deep as the in nite 
ocean; and all can dive deep into the same and take out 
precious gems (of knowledge and Bhakti), and distribute 
them to the aspiring public. e stories, parables, and 
teachings of Sai Baba are very delightful, pleasing and 
inspiring. ey give peace and happiness to people who 
are a icted with sorrows and heavily loaded with 

You do away, destroy the Teli's wall (sense of 
di erence) between us, so that we can see and meet 
each other face to face.

Sri Sai Baba
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miseries of this worldly existence. e reading of these 
pious works of Sai lls the soul with good thoughts and 
desires. Knowledge and wisdom are bestowed both in the 
worldly and spiritual domains. If these teachings of Sai 
Baba, which are as interesting and instructive are 
listened to and meditated upon, the devotees will get, 
what they long for, whether it be viz., union with 
Brahman, mastery in eight-fold Yoga, Bliss of meditation 
etc. 

ere is much literature that has been published after 
Sai Baba's Mahasamadhi, specially Sai Leela Masik in 
Marathi published by Shirdi Sansthan from 1923 and Sai 
Sudha published by All India Sai Samaj from 1940. ere 
are many other magazines in various languages. 

Aura of Shirdi Sai is a unique magazine, and here we 
will get articles from old Sai Leela Masik, Sai Sudha, and 
from other literature which are normally not available to 
devotees. Aura of Shirdi Sai will combine the strengths of 
print and electronic media like Internet, Mobile, Video 
and Audio and bridge the gap between traditionaland 
modern-day devotees. rough this magazine, Sai 
devotees will gain access to a 360-degree view of Sai Baba 
through modern technology.

To approach a living Saint is very di cult, there are 
many hurdles. 

e rst being, he is always surrounded by many 
devotees and it may not be possible for the saint to 
receive and bless all the devotees. Further even if a 
devotee gets a chance to meet Him, it is very di cult to 
speak our mind and to put forth all our problems, some 

of which may be very personal in nature and we cannot 
share in public with the Saint. e sheer presence of the 
Saint makes the devotee speechless. Even during Sai 
Baba's time droves of devotees camebut many of them 
could not get an appointment with Sai Baba due to the 
sheer number of devotees wanting to meet Sai Baba or 
they were not able to put forth their prayers properly to 
Sai Baba. ey had to take the help of close devotees of 
Sai Baba like Shyama to approach Sai and put forth their 
problems to get solutions. ere were apprehensions in 
the mind of devotees if Sai Baba casts o  His body how do 
we approach Him. 

ough I be no more in esh and blood, I 
shall ever protect my devotees. My tomb 
shall bless and speak to my devotees.

So, after casting o  his body, Sai Baba's assurance 
that 'my tomb shall bless and speak' stands true. 
Devotees can now easily approach Sai Baba, they can 
mentally pray to Sai Baba, talk to Him and can treat Sai 
Baba as Father, Mother, Friend, or claim any relation. we 
can ght with Him; devotees get instant messages and 
replies from Sai Baba. e uniqueness of Sai Baba is to 
have Shraddha and Saburi, the only requirement is to be 
devoted. Sai Baba is more available now than He was in 

esh and blood. Shirdi of today is a living example that 
Sai Baba is still alive.

People think that they are all di erent 
from each other. But in this, they are 
mistaken. I am in you. You are in Me. Go on 
revolving on this. You will realize it.

9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 1 7



T his is being written on the Mahasamadhi 
Day and devotees all over the country are 
celebrating that blessed event and it is 

desirable that they should learn more of that event and 
of the great soul whose every act including his casting o  
the physical body was highly instructive and inspiring.  

To Great ones that view with perfect equanimity and 
power the vast abysm of time (including in it, not merely 
the immediate past, present and future, but also periods 
far remote  even hundreds of centuries remote) and 
take birth when they like and quit the terrestrial sphere 
when they like, death is no terror. It is as much of a stage 
in the progress of their a airs, as birth, education, travel 
etc. ey take note frequently of their previous lives and 
their bearing on the present and future contacts they 
make or draw devotees to make with them. Neither their 
death nor any of the other stages of their life can be a 
matter for mourning. Soon after Sai Baba passed away on 

th15  October 1918, a lady at Bombay saw it in her dream 
and said to herself with sadness that Sai Baba is dying. Sai 
Baba appeared in her dream again and corrected her 
saying that people do not talk of saints and sages as dying 
but as attaining samadhi. is Vijaya Dasami combined 
with Ekadasi is a day for rejoicing to Sai Baba's devotees, 
and the reason will be set out presently.

Sai Baba is a Samartha Sadguru, whose main task was 
not merely to shower temporal blessings on His 
children,  the devotees  but to lead them to His own 
position of perfect attainment. ey should outgrow 
their petty ambitions, their narrow aversions and 
attachment and rise to the full height of their stature. 

ey are potentially God. e divine in them should 
expand and burst the cocoon of Ignorance now wrapping 
them and dimming their splendor. As Sai Baba put it, 
they should become himself. His words and deeds were 
all directed to the ultimate achievement of this goal and 
the temporal blessings showered were mere baits, mere 
toys to lead them to trust Sai Baba and boldly nay 
joyously, to follow Him with implicit faith on which He 

samadhiMaha samadhiMaha 
Shri Sai BabaShri Sai Baba

ARTICLE
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would not care to show them more than one step  the 
immediate step.

All ignorance that chains the devotees and all men is 
found to be rooted in or closely intertwined with the 
mistaken notion of the self. No person or creature seems 
to be without a consciousness or some working idea of 
his or its self. One in a million, however has full or 
adequate realization of himself or his self. What is it that 
one refers to when one talks of oneself? Almost 
invariably, if one frankly analyses his answers to this 
question, one is aghast at one's inability to say what one 
really is dealing with. e subject deals easily enough 
with objects  but in trying to deal with itself (the 
subject) there is no clear grasp. So, one is often advised by 
great seers to go on frequently raising the question Who 
or What am I?  and Sai Baba gave the same advice 
occasionally  Very few came to Him who had power to 
enter on this path of Inquiry, Vichara Marga.

But when one perseveres in this enquiry, especially 
with the help of great souls like Sai Baba or Ramana 
Maharishi one makes some degree of progress very 
easily. e rst idea of all people about themselves is that 
they are their body or at any rate that their self is so 
closely intertwined with that body and its appurte-
nances that it seems inseparable from these. But surely 
one is not these severable appurtenances, e.g., bank, 
balance, stick, nails, hair, features etc., Even after 
rejecting (if they are able to reject) the entire gross body 
as not the self, the subtler bodies present greater 
di culties to progress in this analysis of the soul. e 
senses, the vegetative life (Pranas) and even the 
intellectual powers and faculties may be reduced to the 
level of possessions of the self. A certain intangible self or 
ego seems to remain as the possessor of these, as the 
central substance with the rest as attributes. But this 
only seems so and seems for a moment or two. Presently 
that glimpse is gone and the old identi cation with all 
the gross sheaths and their appurtenances return and 
they are in their conduct guided  not by the evanescent 
glimpses but by their current notions, labelled as 
ignorance by themselves and others. How is this fetter of 
'Body self' ideology to be snapped asunder? is fetter is 
called Hridhaya Granti. Sai Baba is worshiped as 
Hridhaya Granti Bhedaka in the Namavali. One that cuts 
the knot of this Ignorance, not merely in himself but also 
in his devotees. It is the root of all mischief; and no 
illumination or self  realization is possible without 
uprooting this noxious weed. Sai Baba uprooted it not 
merely by His words but also by His acts and most 
forcibly by His exits from and entrances into bodies.

Sai Baba rebuked some young men who wished to a 
photograph of His body, evidently with a view to secure a 

permanent picture and thereby greater contact with and 
knowledge of Sai Baba. e boys were advised not to take 
a photograph of the Sai Baba body but to pull down the 
wall that hid Sai Baba from their view.  It is the Teli's wall 
that hides the view. Knock it down and we see each other 
clearly face to face  said He. Sai Baba's words were highly 
cryptic. He wanted to knock down their notion that the 
Sai Baba body was Sai Baba and they themselves were 
their bodies. If the bodies constituted the personality 
people were evidently di erent from each other. But as 
really the self or personality is not the body, however 
closely intertwined it may be with the body, there is no 
basis for taking the soul or self to be many or varying. 
Said Sai Baba, People think that they are all di erent 

Everybody thought Baba gave 
an indication of His passing away 

I n 1916, on Vijayadashmi day (Dasara), Shri Sai 
Baba at once got into wild rage. He started 

abusing people who had assembled in Dwarakamai. Fire 
in Dhuni also was raging higher and higher in the same 
proportion as of Baba's angry disposition. Entire 
Dwarkamai was lit up with the light from Dhuni. By now 
Baba was charged with fury.  He removed the cotton 
cloth tied around His head and threw it in Dhuni. 
Suddenly the ames rose higher. Baba removed His 
Kafni and threw the same in Dhuni, ames rose higher 
so much so that people feared that Dwarkamai may 
catch re. Baba's anger was reaching its peak. He stood 
in front of people in that angry frame of mind and in a 
fraction of a second He removed His Langot"(loin 
cloth) and threw the same into raging Dhuni. He had 
thus become "DIGAMBER" (nude) and stood in front of 
people in that form. He then shouted at them and told 
them to look at His body and decide for themselves and 
ascertain whether He was Hindu or a Muslim. All 
present in Dwarkamai were taken aback. Baba's shouts 
and ames from Dhuni were soaring high and throwing 
colossal amount of illumination. Outside there was 
severe lightning and thunder. It was time for villagers 
returning from the border after nishing a ritual called 
Seemollanghan  (crossing of the border or limits of the 

village).  Baba's shouts were heard by all as He kept 
shouting aloud. ey trembled with fear and none dared 
to go near Baba.  Bhagoji Shinde, the leper devotee 
approached Baba and asked lovingly Baba what is all 
this? Today all villagers are rejoicing.  Saying these 
words Bhagoji tied the Langot around Him. Sai Baba still 
in rage took His Satka (stick) and struck it on ground 
and shouted this is My Seemollanghan (crossing of 
border) .
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from each other. But in this, they are mistaken. I am in 
you. You are in Me.  Go on revolving on this. You will 
realize it.

But Sai Baba's conduct was a far more eloquent 
exposition than His words, which were. I am not this 
body. is is my house.  I am not here. My Guru 
Mowrshad has taken me away.  He once thrust His hands 
over the re and they were badly scorched. Asked about 
some medical treatment for the pain he should be 
su ering, He answered that His entire body might be 
placed over a huge re and burnt, and that He would all 
the while enjoying the fun.

e valiant also sometimes die before their death. In 
1886, Sai Baba admonished a devotee, Mhalsapathy as to 
what should be done to the Sai body. I am going to see 
Allah (God). Look after this body for three days. If I 
return, I shall look after it. If I do not, inter this body 
thereafter in that place (pointing out a place).   en the 
breath, the pulse and all other signs of life suddenly 
disappeared. And Sai Baba was but a corpse. After the 
lapse of three days He rose into life again. After this 
resurrection, he continued to work through physical 
body for thirty two years.

In 1916 again, Sai Baba prepared others for His 
approaching end. He detained Nana Saheb Nimonkar by 
His side saying, Bury me rst and then go away.  Again 
in 1918, he indicated to Uddhavesa Bua that there was no 
need for him to send his fortnightly letters to Sai Baba. 
Two months before the Mahasamadhi, Sai Baba sent a 
cryptic message to a Mahomedan saint, in which He said 
that God was taking away the lamp he had lighted. On 
receipt of that message, tears dropped from the eyes of 
that saint. To another holy man he sent two hundred 
rupees with a direction that the normal ceremonies of 
beating drums with certain recitation and mass feeding 
should be carried on.

thUpto the 15  of October 1918, He went on, as though 
nothing unusual was to happen. Fear of his being lost to 
the devotees had no doubt been entertained by several of 
them even 6 or 7 years previously. He had allayed these 
fears by assuring them that the dropping of the body 
would not a ect or alter His immediate presence at all 
places and at all times and his ready showering of 
responses to their prayers. From under the tomb (where the 
body would, that people would be accustomed to treat as Sai 
Baba), He would work vigorously. at assurance He gave 
over and over again. e intermixture of the ideas that Sai 
Baba was a man playing the part of a kind but powerful 
guru to the devotees and that He was all the same their 
God, was frequently taking place in their hearts with 
varying success. Sometimes, especially for the best 
developed devotees, the God idea of him would be 

uppermost, almost drowning the idea that He was 
working through a body. is would be the case during 
group Aratis or private individual prayers when highly 
intense  and of course such cases were rare during Sai 
Baba's life time. Life in the physical body however 
necessary are useful to start the contact with devotees, at 
times impeded their progress on spiritual path. Hence as 
in the case of Shri Krishna, the saviors gross body was 
taken away from the gross vision of the multitude. 
Leaving his subtler forms, especially the fame body 
woven out of his marvelous and gracious life history to 
carry on the main life work or the mission for which the 
body had been assumed. e bene ts of the transition 
from the body life of the saint to the unseen life were vast 
and incalculable in each case. Sai Baba is now clearly 
identi ed with God by the staunchest devotees. Sai 
Rama, Sai Krishna, Sai Datta etc., are seen to be real one 
and the same. He is referred to as Apantaratma if 
identi ed with the old Jive in the body, just as Narada 
and Bhrigu were. But in moments of high ecstasy the 
devotee's soul is merged in Sai Baba's and then Sai is Para 
Brahman and felt to be Para Brahman. For this, the 
highest bene t derived from approaching Sai Baba, the 
casting of the body after a wonderful life of service to 
Humanity, was necessary. Sai is God. Sai IS. Sai always 
was and will be. None need shy or fear when dealing with 
Sai Baba. ere is now no mosque or Hindustani 
language or lungi costume or features to attract or deter. 
All can start with anything or any fact of Sai Baba's 
dealing with them and rise into the pure and perfect 
contact with Brahman or God by force of that thing or 
fact. Sai Baba's survival demonstrated by frequent 
response to prayers and shower of blessings is felt to be a 
fact requiring no proof. Sai Baba becomes part of the 
devotee now, all the more easily as there is no Sai body to 
bother about.

is chapter may well close with the e ect of that 
transition on one of the best developed devotees. Says 
the North Indian Judge:

I look upon Shri Sai Baba as the Creator Preserver and 
Destroyer. I did so before His Mahasamadhi in 1918 and I 
do so now. To me, He is not gone. He is even Now.

To me, He had no limitations. Of course, when He 
with us, there was the esh tabernacle. at was promi-
nently brought to our notice at times. But mostly the 
in nite aspect of His was what remained before me. I 
thought of Him as a mental or spiritual image, in which 
the nite and in nite blended very perfectly  yet allow-
ing the nite to appear before us at times. Now that the 
body has been cast o , the in nite alone remains as Sai 
Baba .

By: BV NARASIMHA SWAMY
Source: October 1941 Sai Sudha
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Divine 
Incarnation

Divine 
Incarnation

T he great incarnate (Sai) gave many indications as such but nobody could understand 
the philosophy expressed in His acts. Being in simplest form, Sai Baba gave 

immense and cosmic implications for all His verbal communications and actions.  It is up to 
the devotee to understand the sadguru's actions, hints and follow them. However, Baba's 
words and actions were very simple but it was not easy for us to grasp. It was understood only 
by the person it was meant for. In this incident by indicating that it is His Seemollanghan, 
Baba indicated that Seema for Him is His body. e way clothes cover our body, the eternal 
soul is covered by body consciousness. e moment we strip o  the body consciousness we 
will be in touch with the soul. By asking us to tell if He is a Hindu or Muslim He meant that 
the soul is beyond the con nement of any religion. His anger was directed towards our 
agyana (ignorance) and inability to progress even after taking human birth. No one 
understands the angst of a gnyani who is moaning for the betterment of all of us. All we tell 
Him is to put on the clothes, dragging Him again into body consciousness (maya) and expect 
Him to guide us within the limitations of Maya itself. When do we go beyond the body & 
realize the 'parabrahman'?

How long we'll be in the clutches of Maya even after taking human birth (which is so close 
to true realization)?

When do we understand the inner meaning of the rituals?

Merely following them without applying the real essence of a ritual into practice will only 
lead us to 'agnyana'.

W henever the exhaustion of righteous-
ness takes place as also the rising up of 
unrighteousness, then surely do I create 

myself (in the world).  For the protection of the good and 
the destruction of evil doer, for the rm establishment of 
righteousness am I born from age to age.  us, the lord 
declares in the Gita the motive of all divine incarnations 
and the exact nature of the occasions on which such 
incarnations take place. If we believe in the ultimate 
control of the process of history by God, we have also to 
believe that His in uence will be decisive at all critical 
moments in that process. e safeguarding of 
righteousness is ever His care: and whenever moral 
values are in serious danger, God descends into the world 
to protect the good and destroy the wicked.

Incarnation then is an uncommon but by no means 
an extremely rare phenomenon. At every parting of way 
in history, God must have guide in some way or other 
mankind into the right instead of the wrong path. e 

greater the crisis, the more apparent is the intervention 
of God. But it is not necessary to think that God normally 
stands aloof from the universe, a distant of interested 
spectator, and intervenes only when things go 
dangerously wrong. He is the Antaryamin (the internal 
controller) of every being in the universe, and according 
to the Purusha Sukta, the entire universe is an 
incarnation of God. And His guidance of the world at 
once ultimate and all pervasive. To recognize His 
in uence, it is not necessary for us to wait for a 
momentous crisis in the a airs to men. For He is the very 
ground of values and whatever things are possessed of 
glory or power or beauty or special excellence of any kind 
are revelations of the glory of God. ey have in them 
more than that usual fraction of the power of God which 
is at the root of all existence.

Such an incarnation in this age is our Lord Shri Sai 
Baba. Source: Sai Sudha July 1941
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Dr. Ranvir Singh's Corner

You should always engage yourself in good thoughts 
and actions, should do your duties and surrender 
yourself heart and soul to me.

Sri Sai Baba
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S ai Baba is the name of a saint who lived in 
thShirdi, during the latter half of the 19  

century. e Vijayadashami day of the 
Navarathri period is reckoned as the day of his Niryana. 
Today he is a household name in India and many parts of 
the World too. His name is added to long list of Gods and 
saints of India in conformity with the long-established 
custom. For a God who is beyond all identi cation, one 
more name is no excess baggage. He, Paramathma, is 
perhaps the only one, who has as many names and forms 
as his devotees want him to have. Many are witnesses to 
his imperceptible in uence on their lives and destiny. 
Today Shirdi is one of the foremost pilgrimage centers of 
India, vying with Kashi and other places.

Whatever we know of him is through his authentic 
biography written by Anna Saheb. Sai Baba gave him the 
name, Hemandri Pant. Sai Satcharitra, is thus his own 
autobiography. When Anna Saheb sought permission 
from Baba to sketch his life story, the latter seems to have 
said: "Begin making note of events. My story, I will write, 
sitting in your heart". 

Sai Satcharitra, the Marathi original is written in the 
Abhanga style, a sort of prose poetry that can be sung 
while reading. is book is now translated into all 
languages of India besides English. Reading Sai 
Satcharitra is a form of worship. Many avow themselves 
to reading the entire Text in a period of seven days. 
Listening to such texts is more rewarding than 
studiously reading them. 

It is said that the book is a mesh of three strands. e 
author is very clear as to whom, the book is addressed. It 
is addressed to you and I, the common folks of the world, 
exposed to unexpected waves of happiness and sorrow. 
We go to the book to derive comfort and hope, strength 
and power to overcome our problems and di culties 
from whichever source they may have come or arisen.

e author is in continuous dialogue with you, the 

Saint of Shirdi

reader. e author opens out his heart and soul to you 
and invites you to trust him and repose faith in him in the 
same manner. ose who cry in their forlornness, that 
they have none in the world, have a friend in Sai 
Satcharitra.

e second strand is the story, the event which is 
brought to the notice of Sai in a variety of ways and 
avenues. It is here we witness the wondrous deeds of Sai. 

e impossible is made possible. e third is the 
underlying athva that governs our existence. All these 
three streams join and split up right through the book. 

e book is an illustration of the Adhyathma athva. 
e Adhyathma thva is explained through the events, 

stories and the author's dialogue with the reader.

 We are all Sai devotees, because it is his will that we 
should be so. If you are his 'sparrow', he will draw you 
unto himself, without your knowing. We are all his 
devotees because of his grace, the result of an unknown 
merit of ours.

We, his devotees, carry a huge responsibility on our 
shoulders. We need to conserve what is received, 
broaden, deepen and extend it through our e orts. If 
nothing else, we need to preserve it intact, without 
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letting it slip away from our hands. His grace isn't a one-
time act. It is the beginning of a ow that is endless, 
provided we care to deserve it. Nothing is given gratis. 
Nothing is withheld without reason.

Sai who was himself an illiterate fakir without a coin 
in his pocket, asked from his devotees, Shraddha and 
Saburi as Guru Dakshina. e Guru wants nothing from 
his Shishya, disciple. He is a giver. But in this world of 
give and take, double entry book keeping, you need to 
give back something, which corresponds in value, for 
what you have received. What the Guru gives is 
invaluable; there is none who can properly appraise it. A 
Shishya transformed in the image of his Guru, is the 
reward, the Guru seeks from his devotees. If we adhere to 
the practices of Shraddha and Saburi, the Guru is 
pleased. If we resolve and practice the virtues of 
Shraddha, reposing steadfast faith in our actions, and 
Saburi, tolerance total, in our lives, Gurudakshina is 
paid.

Shraddha is a total unwavering commitment to our 
actions. Our tradition says that this quality matures into 
Jnaana. Our actions fail, largely because we fail to do it, 
with Shraddha. Ashraddha which is its opposite creeps 
into us somehow. Our normal nature is one, where this 
virtue is practiced half-heartedly. We are a prey to sloth, 
skepticism and other forces that weaken our resolve, 
distract our attention, through their intrusions. Our 
work is sub-optimal even from our point of view. I do not 
think, I am saying anything that isn't common 
experience.

Saburi, tolerance, patience, is something, which we 
don't know really. On the other hand, we are ruled by 
intolerance in our midst. Intolerance breeds intolerance; 

impatience provokes impatience. Our anger issues out of 
this intolerance. We, not only disturb ourselves when we 
wear a suit of unrest, we pollute our vicinity and the 
surroundings, wherever we are. Social discard and large-
scale unrest, domestic disharmony, are all consequences 
of intolerance. By a single act of restraint on our part, we 
can contribute to social good by a hundred-fold.

We will not be worthy of Sai's discipleship, which 
after all is his grace, if we forget to pay this Dakshina 
every minute of our life. Once we cultivate this habit, it 
becomes a part of our nature. We will be successful in 
identifying the forces of intolerance that are lodged 
within us and driving them out. Once we accept that our 
intolerance and impatience is not outside us, we will have 
made great strides in the direction that Sai Baba would 
approve.

Apart from Dakshina of two coins, Sai has given 
another call to us which we seem to have totally 
forgotten.  I want him to speak to you direct. Please listen 
to his words and their sound: "My Master says, Take, O 
take this away!' Everyone says, 'Give, give only to me! But 
no one heeds my words. No one listens to me attentively! 
His treasury is over owing, but no one cares to bring the 
carts. Nobody will dig when asked to do so Dig for that 
wealth and carry it away by the cart-loads" (Ch.32-161to 
163).

By Saligrama Subramaiah

Shri. Saligrama Subbaramaiah translated the Telugu 
Sri Sai Satcharita  (Ovi to Ovi) by Kum. Maniyamma to 

Kannada language. He is a proli c Writer, Speaker and a 
great Shirdi Sai Baba Devotee. He worked as a Professor in 
Sri Venkateshwar University. He also wrote many other 
books and articles on Sai Baba of Shirdi
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A Mysterious Ball of Light Visits Sainath At Dwarkamai

S hri Sai Baba as a saint knew when He was going to drop His body and He was preparing 
the ground. is incident is very rare. Four months before Baba passed away; Baba 

asked Appa Bhil around 8 pm. "Bring four fowls. Guests are to come". I wondered who the guests 
to come were. at night I stayed on behind the curtain hanging in the mosque and kept myself 
awake. After 2 am, a huge ball of re over one foot in diameter streamed into the mosque and 
went up to the Nimbar, the niche in the western wall. It sat a while, then went up to the ceiling, 
there split into innumerable fragments, spread throughout the mosque and lit up everything 
there was with a blaze so powerful that I could not continue to see it. I covered my eyes and bent 
my neck down. Appa Bhil who was with me did the same. en Baba went near the Dhuni and 
placing one end of His short stick on His bent neck was going on saying something in Arabic for 
about 10 or 15 minutes. e bright light disappeared as soon as Baba went to the Dhuni. 

(Statement of Imam Bhai Chote Khan)
Source: Devotees experiences of Sai Baba



Religion and spirituality are for the old.  at is what the young 
generally think.  ey think that spirituality is a post-
retirement plan; something which has to be enjoyed with the 

gratuity and pension that you get after retirement.  is is not true.  It is 
the fault of the youth to think in this manner.  Parents guard their children 
from anything even remotely religious or spiritual and encourage them to 

rst get 'settled' in material life before starting a spiritual life.

Shri Narasimha Swamiji points out in his masterpiece 'Life of Sai Baba', 
that Baba' that our education and cultural grooming has led to unconcealed 
and unwarranted abhorrence for religious and spiritual matters.  ey are 
seen as elaborations of a strait-jacketed and non-consequential thinking.  

e result is that the moment one sees a devotee, a place of worship or a 
religious text, one tends to look away much like one would do on sighting 
garbage.  Why so much aversion?

Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji points out that contrary to popular 
perception, spirituality is something we need when we are in the middle of 
our life, not just at the end of it.  It is what you need when you are in the 
heat of the moment, when you are juggling with alternatives, when you are 
at a loss what to do, when you want to take a road but are still standing 
perplexed at the crossroads.  at is when you need spirituality.  at is 
when you need to get a hold on yourself.  Not on your puny self of body and 
mind, but on your true self that is beyond time, space, and causation.  
Imagine the endless possibilities that would open up if you were aware of 
this true personality of yours and when you realize that you cannot be 
limited by anything. at is when your life begins.  And that cannot happen 
without contemplation, soul-searching, without putting behind your body 
and mind  essentially what you presently consider to be you.

How to accomplish this?  How to know what is the best course to take 
when one is ooded with choices?  When you purchase some machinery or 
equipment it generally comes with a manual.  is manual tells you the 
operating instructions and also to troubleshoot if something goes wrong.  
In practice, we do not go through this manual.  It gathers dust till the 
moment we come across a problem.  How nice it would have been if we had 
read the manual earlier!

As far as our life is concerned, we can be prepared.  rough our 
traditional heritage we are blessed with manuals like Gita, Ramayana, Sai 
Satcharitra etc., they tell us what to do when things go wrong in our lives.  
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ey also teach us how to go about our lives in such a manner that no 
problems would arise.

Nana Saheb and his orderly Ganesh Rao witnessed the miracle of Ganga 
gushing out of Baba's feet on their rst visit to Shirdi.  at night Ganesh 
Rao composed a song on this event.  Next day, when he went to Shirdi, on 
Baba's direction, Ganesh Rao sang it.  Everyone liked the song.  But Baba 
said: "Ganu, you are such a beautiful poet and yet you take pride in 
composing erotic songs to sell for the lower taste!  What a tragedy of a 
divine gift?"  Ganesh Rao was embarrassed!  Baba further said: "You 
compose erotic songs, write cheap plays and watch lthy shows!  Ganu 
dear, God has bestowed on you a gifted pen  not for writing dirty stu , but 
for praising His glory through beautiful compositions.  Write devotional 
songs and sing them with devotion!  Praise and sing the greatness of saints 
in kirthans!  My fakir will look after your welfare!  Will you not listen to 
me?"

Baba's appealing advice touched the core of Ganesh Rao.  He was fond 
of composing erotic poetry.  But now Sai Baba's omniscience dominated 
his imagination.  He was a changed man!  He started thinking that he was 
wasting his birth as a Brahmin in composing cheap dirty stu  for 
Tamashawallas!  He decided that he should compose devotional songs and 
become a good Kirthankar.

In life, we should not let others circumscribe us or de ne us.  If you 
allow them to do that, they will reduce you and your work to zilch  as if 
what you are and what you have achieved don't count at all.  If we are fooled 
into accepting their de nition of us, we would be found wanting de nitely.  
Not just materially but intellectually and emotionally as well.  On the 
contrary, if we remain calm observers of ourselves, we could see ourselves 
in a far more positive light as Ganesh Rao did.  It is an internal processing 
exercise with splendid results.

Anna Saheb Dabholkar was prejudiced against Sai Baba.  When 
Dabholkar visited Shirdi, Sai Baba sublimated his ego and made him 
compose the epic 'Sai Satcharitra'.  Similarly, Baba showered his grace on 
Megha who was just a cook.  He changed his mental set up and enabled him 
to be engaged in rituals to attain 'Moksha'.

erefore, when people comment on us or our ability we should listen 
to our 'Antaryamin'.  If we have done your job with honesty and dedication, 
we should not look forward to appreciation from others.  Detractors will 
always be there.  If we look inside objectively, we see the whole picture, not 
the fragments stitched together by those who are inimical to us.

It stretches through our entire life.  Small actions and behavior 
patterns become more understandable when we widen our perspective.  

at is when we will see that those who dismissed us as 'useless', 'not up to 
it', 'not able to', 'not satisfactory', did so from a very narrow perspective.  A 
freer objective assessment would have come up with another, more 
pleasing picture.

Why is it important for us to engage in an exercise of self-assessment, a 
kind of taking stock?   It is a great way to get energized. And set about 
exploring the treasure trove tucked away inside.

We all go through those vulnerable moments when what others think 
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of us or say of us, howsoever wrong or un attering they are, begin to prey 
on us, and we might end up believing everything they say.  ese 
de nitions are sometimes so powerful that they in uence our notions of 
good and bad.  We face these situations everywhere.

Sai Baba's de nition of us is of course the best of all.  He called us 'his 
children'.  With this de nition before us, we become self-respecting, 
digni ed and are able to walk with con dence.  When the path becomes 
slippery, Sai Baba holds our hand.  When our steps falter, Sai Baba steadies 
us.  When we begin to become negative about ourselves, Sai Baba's grace 

lls us with reassurance.

When we draw the full picture, we won't allow vicious critics to have the 
nal word.  It is the picture we create for ourselves that determine 'who we 

really are'.

By Dr. Vijayakumar

(Dr. G.R. Vijayakumar (born 1949) is known to 
Sai devotees since 1977 through his articles 
and poems in several Sai magazines.  He was 
guided to Sai-marg by Shri Radhakrishna 
Swamiji and was connected with Shri Sai 
Spiritual Centre, Bengaluru between1977-
2016.  His biography on Shri Narasimha 
Swamiji is translated into 13 languages and 
another book 'The Loving God' on the life of 

Shirdi Sai Baba published by Sterling - New Delhi has been acclaimed 
'National best Seller'.  His biography on Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji is 
titled - 'A pro le of greatness'.  In all he has 23 books in English and 
Kannada.

Dr. Vijayakumar holds a MBBS and MD from Bangalore University and 
a Doctoral degree from Shri Lanka, apart from PG Diplomas in 
Nutrition and Industrial Health.  He retired as Chief of Medical Services 
of Ashok Leyland, a major automobile industry.  Post-retirement, he 
has been serving Rajiv Gandhi Health University as a Professor 
Emeritus since 2007 and concurrently, as Principal of All India Institute 
of Local Self Government, Bengaluru.

He was awarded Governor's Gold Medal in 2002 in recognition of 
having donated blood 107 times. A National award from USAID in 
2004 for his contribution in AIDS prevention, from NCERT- 
Government of India 'Rashtra Vibhushana' in 2015, Henry Dunant 
award from Red Cross in 2010 and Landsteiner Award in 2016 are 
other recognitions. He was acclaimed 'Best Editor' for seven terms 
while he edited a corporate journal - 'Ashley News' for 19 years 
between 1988-2007.

He has widely travelled all over the world.  He has a love for teaching 
and spends more time with his students. 

Sai Baba blessed him with Seetha as his life partner whom he always 
considered an angel.  Unfortunately, she attained His lotus feet in 
2010.  He has two sons - married and well settled and his favourite 
comment always is - 'Baba has provided me a house to live in and 
good daughters-in-law who feed me.'

Life has always been - 'Be good and do good.' to Dr.Vijayakumar.

T he mystifying fakir Sai  
t o o k  S a m a d h i  ( H i s 

physical body ended its life) in 
1918, October 15th and just like 
every saint knows the end of His 
mortal body, Baba too sent 
message to Su  Saint Banne 
Miyan. In 1918, some months 
before Baba passed away, Baba 
made some preparations for the 
approaching termination of life. 
According to the Islamic practice, 
B a b a  m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g 
preparation. To Bade Baba's son 
Kasim, Baba gave some Poli with 
boiled fowls. en Baba told him, 
'Go to Aurangabad and see Fakir 
Shamshuddin Mian. Give him 
this Rs. 250. Let him do Moulu 
Kowali and Nyas . Moulu is the 
vocal singing of songs about 
Paigambar, Kowali is beating the 
tabla and singing songs about 
saints and Nyas is preparing food 
and distributing it to the people. 

en Kasim was to go to Banne 
Mian Fakir to garland him and to 
tell him;  

Navdin, Nav tarik: Allah 
Meane Apna Dhunia Legaya, 
Marji Allaki .

is means, Ninth day. Allah 
himself takes away the lamp, 
which Allah has placed. Such is 
Allah's mercy . Saying this, Baba 
handed over Rs. 250 and one 
garland of Sevanthi owers. But 
as Kasim pleaded that he was a 
stranger at Aurangabad, Baba 
asked Chote Khan to accompany 
him. So, these two went along 
with a servant of Kasim, namely 
Amir and reached Aurangabad 
station at 3pm. Fakir Shamsud-
din, whom Chote Khan knew 
came there and said 'Who are the 
guests that have come from the 
Fakir Sai'.
(Statement of Imambhai Chote 
Khan)
Source Devotees Experiences of Sai 
Baba
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K eshav alias Annasaheb Gawankar, my 
father rst met Lord Sai Baba in 
January 1918. Born on April 28, 

1906, in Arnala shing village of Vasai, around 40 km 
northwest of Mumbai, when Keshav was seven years old, 
he su ered from acute pain in the chest and fever. In 
those days, there were no medications except for surgery. 

A neighbor, Yeshwantrao Galwankar, who was a 
devotee of Sai Baba, advised the distraught family to 
repose faith in Sai Baba and await his 'Leela'. Keshav's 
aunt, amabai, vowed that if he was cured, she would 
o er a packet of pedhas (sweets prepared by boiling milk) 
to Sai Baba. e very next day, Keshav was miraculously 
cured and continued with his studies in a Marathi school. 
Just about 100 years ago, in January 1918, he visited 
Shirdi with his parents and aunt to o er pedhas as 
ful lment of the vow. His aunt o ered the promised 
pedhas to Sai Baba. Sai Baba made the 12-year old 
Keshav sit next to Him, and a divine bond seemed to 
develop between them. Sai Baba blessed young Keshav, 
he gripped the tuft of his hair and placed his head on his 
toes. Sai Baba then asked for Two Paise from Keshav, 
Here two paise signi es faith and patience. Young 
Keshav was confused and did not understand what was 
to be done. Madhavrao was still standing over there. He 
pulled Keshav's hand and clutched it into Baba's right   
hand. He told the boy, "Say, given". Keshav repeated as 
told. it was a mock give and take, those two paise were 
faith (Shraddha) & patience (Saburi).He then removed 
his 'Kafni ' and gave it to Keshav as a gift, which is still 

Shri Sai Baba Ful lls
An Ardent Devotee's Wish

Mrs. Prathibha has launched a magazine on Lord Sai Baba of Shirdi. is is her inaugural magazine for 

which she has requested me to write an article on any incident/miracle that I have experienced of Lord Sai 

Baba.  I am not a writer, but still, I would like to share my experience about this supernatural event when 

Lord Sai Baba visited our home at Indira Niwas (Kurla) in year 1954. I was merely 5 years old and whatever 

memories I have, I shall be sharing those events, as they unfolded that night. 

preserved in our residence in Kurla. e awe-inspiring 
relic is anked by a large painting of Sai Baba and two 
pictures of my father on opposite walls. 

Made of white cotton, the kafni has become pale 
yellow over a century after it was stitched. Until 1993, it 
was kept carefully folded in a wooden box. Later, we 
brought it out and kept it on a hanger inside a wood-
framed glass cupboard for regular 'darshan'. We open the 
glass cupboard for soft cleaning of the kafni for a couple 
of hours only on Dussehra Day. It has become frail over 
the years. We don't allow anybody to even touch it. Very 
few, may be a couple of hundred devotees who knew 
about this gift to my father, come for 'darshan' annually. 
We keep the kafni in such a casual fashion, since nobody 
will try to steal or take away this treasure from us fearing 
Sai Baba's wrath.

Sai Baba through dreams introduced Keshav to his 
Moksha Guru Dr. Trimbak Vitthal Samant (Bhau 
Samant). Under his guidance Keshav enriched his 
spiritual life and at same time discharged righteously his 
household duties. To him every individual was a temple 
of God. He was editor of Sai Leela magazine (published by 
Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi), it was during his tenure 
as President of Shirdi Sansthan Sai Baba statue was 
installed in main Samadhi Mandir.

My father visited Shirdi frequently and stayed at 
Shama's (Madhavrao Deshpande) house. Shama used to 
narrate incidents regarding Sai Baba's miracles and his 
teachings during His interaction with Lord Sai Baba. To 
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note what Arjuna was to Lord Krishna, Shama was to 
Lord Sai Baba.

On January 18, 1954, years after his 'Samadhi', Sai 
Baba came to Indira Niwas, a two-storeyed chawl (a 
type of residential accommodation common in 
Bombay) a little over a century old, precariously 
standing on a busy main road in the Kurla suburb of 
northeast Mumbai. He spent hours speaking with my 
father Keshav. Like I stated previously, I was only ve 
years old at the time, but the entire family clearly 
remembers the divine image of Sai Baba sitting in the 
verandah of Indira Niwas. He and my father engaged 
in a lengthy conversation. I could see them as they sat 
in the verandah of the Indira Niwas from 10.30 pm to 
8.30 am the next morning. Around a decade later, one 
night when Keshav was in deep sleep, he heard a soft 
voice saying: "Come on Get up and write my stories."

Barely awake, Keshav rose, recognized the voice of 
Sai Baba, o ered him a prayer, picked up a pen and 
notepad and furiously started writing. Starting at 
1.30 am and ending at 10:00 am that morning, 
Keshav completed a majority of the chapters of the 
book, later published as a Marathi bestseller, 
"Shirdiche Sai Baba." In 2011, I translated the book 
into English to address a larger group of devotees. I 
will introduce the content of this book in a future 
release of this magazine.

Keshav Gawankar died peacefully on June 29, 
1985, aged 79, in the same house in Kurla, blessed by 
Sai Baba's divine visit.

By Sainath Keshav Gawankar
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I  went and took his darshan - as also Kasim. en Shamsuddin himself repeated the words of 
Baba word by word, just as they were delivered at Shirdi. He took us to his house at the fort and 

fed us. en we payed Rs. 250 which Baba gave for him. He fed large number of people (Nyas) . He also 
performed Kawali, which is beating of the tabla and singing about saints. Moulu  that  is vocal singing 
songs about Pygambar.  By night all this was completed. e next part of our  duty was to go to Banne 
Mian's house. Next morning, we went to Banne Mian's house. ere Banne Mian was standing with one 

arm raised and one arm held down. e Arabs there at the 
spot told us not to approach Banne Mian as he would be 
angry at us. We  waited for one hour and then I  picked up 
courage took Baba's garland in one hand and put it 
around his neck. en Banne Mian lowered his upraised 
arm and I repeated the words Baba told, 

Banne Mian gazed into the sky and tears rolled down 
his eyes.  Four months after that, Baba passed away. 
Navdin Navtarik meant ninth day of the ninth month.

(Statement of Imambhai Chote Khan)
Source: Devotees Experiences of Sai Baba



INTER VIEW

Morarji Desai's
Encounter with Sai Baba

T hose of us who are Sai devotees can never imagine what 
Shirdi was seventy years ago. e year 1917 saw the fame of 
Sai Baba spreading far and wide and seekers on hearing 

about the Saint of Shirdi hastened to the little village of Shirdi which had 
been hallowed by the presence of the "INCREDIBLE SAI BABA' as Arthur 
Osborne calls him. Among those that ocked for SAI's darshan was a young 
handsome man who was on the verge of nishing his college education in 
Wilson college, Bombay. On completing his education this young man 
joined Bombay Government service under the British Raj and after a short 
stint resigned in response to the call of Gandhiji and plunged into the 
freedom struggle. e young man like all satyagrahis courted arrest and 
su ered imprisonment, as did his wife Gujraben. At the time of 
introduction of Provincial Autonomy in 1937, he became a minister in the 

rst cabinet of undivided Bombay state and later its Chief Minister. He was 
later called to the capital where he was a Union Cabinet Minister for quite 
some years. e climax of his career reached when he was called upon to 
lead the nation of being elected as the Janata Party leader.

It is Shri Morarji Desai who is being referred to. He is among the blessed 
few who saw Sai Baba in esh and blood and had his darshan seventy years 
ago. A couple of months ago when I was told that he was among the few 
surviving individuals who had Sainath's darshan, it was also suggested I 
meet him and nd out about his Shirdi visit as a student. I therefore called 
on him at his Marine Drive apartment on 27-11-87 and asked him a few 
questions which he readily answered and I record them here for posterity:

Q. When did you meet Sai Baba?

A. Sometime in 1917 in Shirdi

Q. How did you go there?

A. By Train as there were no planes or buses in those days

Q. Did Gujraben (wife) go with you?

A. No, I went alone

Q. How long did you stay there?

A. I reached there in the morning and spent the whole day near Sai Baba 
and returned by the night train.
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Q. What made you go there?

A. I was always interested in meeting saints because of 
my inclination towards spiritual matters

Q. How did you nd Shirdi?

A. It had a holy atmosphere about it. Sai Baba sat in the 
open and received those coming for his darshan.

Q. Did you talk to Sai Baba or did he speak to you?

A. No, but I sat and heard with interest what he was 
telling the people around him.

Q. Do you remember what the talk was about?

A. No, I do not remember as it was seventy years ago.

Q. What did you feel when you sat before Sai Baba?

A. I felt that he was a highly evolved soul who had 
ascended great spiritual heights. I could feel his 
greatness.

Q. What was Baba wearing at the time?

A. A white dhoti worn lungi style, a pehran and his head 
was covered with cloth like you see in his pictures.

Q. What other saints did you meet?

A. In 1935, I met Raman Maharishi; I also went to Shri 
Aurubindo Ashram and met the sage of Pondicherry. 
Ma Anandmayi I met too and she called on me when I 
was P.M.

(Note: Most of the conversation was in Gujarati and the above is 
the English Translation)

By Vidyut Maneklal, Bombay
December 1987, Sai Leela

(Morarji Desai served as 4th prime minister of India between 
1977 to 1979 in the Government formed by the Janata 
Party.  Born on 29th February 1896 at Bhadeli Village, 
Bulsar district in the Bombay Presidency (now in Gujarat) 
was the oldest of eight children. His father was a school 
teacher. Morarji Desai was a Gandhian follower, social 
worker, institution builder and a great reformer. He was the 
Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith. Even during his term as the 
Prime Minister he used to visit and stay at Vidyapith during 
the month of October. He lived simple and used to write post 
cards himself even when he held the o ce of Prime Minister. 
Sardar Patel deputed him to conduct meetings of farmers in 
Kaira district which nally led to the establishment of the 
Amul Cooperative movement.)

O n 15.10.1918, our beloved Sai Baba 
shed His mortal coil. e date 

corresponded to the ninth day of the ninth 
month. Whatever saints speak have 
meaning and their talks are always related 
to the life and further i.e., beyond life. All 
their acts are indications of something. 

ey are not bothered about their physical 
form; they are not conscious to stay 
forever in physical form. In the lifetime 
assigned to them, they ful ll all their 
deeds, live in divine function, teaching the 
signi cance of life and ways to attain 
moksha. As such, when saints conquer this 
physical world, nally they leave their 
physical body and take Samadhi.
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Recent times have seen that the name of SAI BABA has gained 
popularity across the globe.  Several people from all corners of 
the earth are curious about knowing BABA. ose that are 

fortunate enough to know about BABA have gained momentum for their 
faith and have started religiously worshiping him.  Among them most of 
SAI BABA devotees worship BABA out of their own personal experiences, 
spiritual and materialistic gain. Very few of them know about BABA's 
teaching. We feel these devotees have the right to know everything about 
BABA but there has to be some way, some media where SAI devotees spread 
across the world should have access to authentic, genuine information, 
and knowledge about BABA. 

We SAI BABA's devotees feel that He is an incarnation of GOD.  We are 
aware that the God himself has appeared in human form which we refer to 
as AVATAR.  e division amongst people, confusion about the basic 
principles needed within a human being, lack of belief in God and such 
situation and mental state within the society force GOD to emerge on the 
face of this earth. en GOD decides appropriate form and part of the 
earth to start the very aim of his incarnation on the earth.

e GOD chose INDIA's Maharashtra state as a place where his 
presence was most required. In a society which is divided in many religion, 
cast, creed, sects, sub- sects, was in confused state as to whom they should 
follow to ful ll their spiritual needs and demands.  

When there was so much confusion about religion and religious 
activities in the society, God emerged on this earth in the form of a 
common FAKIR, in the form of a layman whose life style was no di erent 
than the very downtrodden members of the society. 

Slowly but steadily BABA, the FAKIR started telling his devotees the 
real meaning of the religion, as expected by God. BABA started telling and 
spreading his teaching in the form of symbolic stories and by giving 
personal spiritual experiences to his followers. 

The Need of
such

Magazine
The Need of

such

Magazine
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Initially to establish his divinity, BABA had to su er a 
lot and had gone through many adversities. When people 
realized the godly existence in BABA, it became easy for 
Baba to spread the real meaning and teachings of the 
origin of the religion and that is HUMAN RELIGION, 
Religion of Mankind.

Some of Baba's Teachings are as follows: 

 We all are from one almighty, from one God, whatever 
name you call him, whether Allah, Bhagwan, Ishwar, 
God or whatever it may be, they are the di erent 
names given to one and only one Supreme Power.  

 We all are the children of only one God and we are 
accountable to him.

 God does not demand any o erings from you, no 
materialistic things from his devotees.

 God expects only love from you towards MANKIND.
 Serving the downtrodden, less privileged member of 

the society is the service rendered to GOD.
 Feed the poor, take care of them, God will give you 

whatever you want in your life. God ful lls all your 
demands, materialistic expectations of yours, if you 
render services to the poor.

 BABA himself followed and established ve types of 
services towards mankind as under.

 Plant the trees, tree plantation is a must. If you take 

care of trees, God will take care of you through nature. 
SO, NURTURE THE NATURE.

 Feed the poor, give them shelter, and o er water to 
the thirsty ones. O er food to the hungry ones. THE 
SERVICES RENDERED TOWARDS POOR IS THE 
WORSHIP OF GOD.

 Don't get involved in unwanted rituals and o erings 
to God. GOD does not need anything from you except 
love and services towards mankind. 

 Do not criticize or hate other religions. It is their way 
of following God. We do not have any right to criticize 
or force them to follow our religion.

 We all are from the almighty and one day we leave this 
earth to merge in him.

Unfortunately, most of the devotees worship BABA just 
for sake of worship, without knowing his teachings.

Today everyone has heard about BABA and very few 
know about Baba's teachings and his expectations from 
devotees.

We strongly feel that the Baba's charters and teaching 
has to be spread in every aspect, every way till it reaches 
all of his devotees.  

OM SAIRAM

By Pawar Kaka

A  month Before Shri Sai Baba took Samadhi He started listening to 'Rama Vijayam' recited everyday by a devotee called Vaze. During this period, one evening when Baba went for walk, in masjid Mhalsapati, Kashi Ram Shimpi, as usual did abhishekam and puja to the brick Baba considered as His Guru's gift and kept it beside the pillar near Dhuni. Madhav Fasle who was cleaning the masjid oor took the brick in his hand to dust and clean it; unfortunately, it fell o  from his hand and broke. He was very scared that Baba would be angry on him, but Baba when He came back did not say anything but shed tears holding it and said, 'it is not brick which is broken but My fate, My life, My soul that has broken into pieces and with its help I did penance. Now I will not be alive for long'. Booty suggested that he would bind the brick pieces with silver wire, but Baba did not agree to it. On Vijaya Dashami day Baba was very weak, still He regarded all His devotees who came to visit Him. 
"I think it must be the year 1918 and Navaratri days because Baba took His mahasamadhi on Vijayadashmi day seven days after granting Mukti to ailing Tiger. Baba had become very old and He would walk with the help of two devotees one on each side". 
Source: Shri Sai Satcharitra, Shri Sai Baba's Charters and Sayings  and LIVE EXPRIENCES OF THE TARKHAD FAMILY WITH SHRI SAI BABA OF SHIRDI BY Virendra Jyotindra Tarkhad
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Grace
ofGuru

I  feel myself greatly blessed and fortunate to have had close 
association with Dr. Annasaheb Gawankar for nearly three 
decades. To his numerous devotees and disciples, he was a 

father gure and embodiment of compassion, ever ready to listen to their 
problems and guide appropriately which brought peace and solace to each 
one of them. All his disciples saw Sai Baba of Shirdi in him.

To narrate few of my own personal experiences and the relief I derived 
from his blessings, I recollect about the event in 1967, when we paid a 
substantial amount as advance for buying a plot of land at Kalina to 
develop a Co-operative Housing Society with o ce colleagues. Due to 
unexpected legal hitch the project came to a halt. Unable to give 
satisfactory reply to all members and perplexed by turn of events I along 
with my friends S. N. Saxena and P. N. Roy approached Dr. Gawankar and 
pleaded for his grace to come out of the knotty problem. After his prayer 
and plea to Baba on our behalf, he asked us to light a lamp near the neem 
tree which was exactly on the border line of the plot, without even visiting 
the site he visualized there was a 200-year-old neem tree and we performed 
the pooja and lit the lamp on the day speci ed by him. After the pooja was 
performed he said that due to non-attendance and nonperformance of 
pooja to a Devi deity installed under the neem tree, she is upset and hence 
the obstacles for the project, Once the deity is pleased, he said that within a 
month all hurdles will be cleared and the building will come up. True to his 
words within a month's time we were all set to perform Bhoomi-Puja. On 
our request, the Puja was performed by him on Gudi Padva Day in 1969. We 
heaved a sigh of relief when Baba's grace was showered on us through him. 
Even to-day we follow his advice and a lamp is lit under the tree in the 
evening time daily.

In 1970, he predicted that I will be posted at New York when he will visit 
us. en the question of posting to New York was an impossible 
proposition. In 1972, I was posted on duty in New York for three years and 
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as told earlier by him, he came to USA and stayed with us 
for a month. It was a great privilege for me to take him to 
residences of Sai devotees houses and also to di erent 
temples in and around New York. He gave discourses on 
Baba and his Leelas. Many devotees thronged to hear 
him and to get his guidance in the spiritual path. During 
his stay fragrance of jasmine, Mogra and Kevda owers 
used to spread the good smell all over our house. When 
we asked for the reason of the fragrance he said smilingly 
that "Baba is happy to be here and He expresses his 
Joy through this inimitable method. 

On several occasions, I had taken many of my friends 
in their di cult times to take guidance from him. On 
such occasions, he with a benign look encouraged one 

and all and appealed to them to have faith in Baba. By the 
e cacy of his prayers all found relief and expressed their 
sense of gratitude without fail. He was a father gure to 
all his followers and I was quite fortunate to "accompany 
him to Shirdi on 'Kojagiri Utsav' and watch him perform 
pravachan and pooja to deity there. It was a thrilling 
experience when we watched the function to 
commemorate the Kojagiri Poornima Golden Jubilee at 
Shirdi when prominent personalities honoured him. 
Sant Shri Godavari Mataji of Sakori specially graced the 
occasion.

By: V. Pichumani Sem.
Kalina, Bombay 98

Source: Smaranika, June 1993

P lacing the Petromax lanterns in their required places in Dwarakamai my father had noticed that 
Baba was looking very tired. He asked Baba whether he could press His legs in order to give Him 

some relief and comfort. Baba then said, "As you have expressed the desire you may proceed and satisfy 
yourself  My father then sat near His feet. A little while later Baba turned to him and said "Bhau this is our 
last meeting and we will not meet after this. As you know many kinds of people come to Shirdi and ask 
di erent kinds of wishes like Sampatti (wealth), Santatti (children), Swastha (good health) etc. from Me. I 
do not displease any one and pray to God on their behalf. My Lord responses positively to My prayers and 
grants them their requirements. You are one person I have come across who has not asked for anything. 
Possibly you are not married and having no family hence not feeling any need for anything. But Bhau, 
since we will not meet anymore please ask for anything you desire otherwise I will always feel indebted to 
you for all services you have tendered to Me so far." My father then said, "Baba with your grace I have 
everything in life and I really do not need any materialistic thing. Only make sure Your blessings are 
always there with me and under no circumstances You should ee away from my memory in future. en 
Baba said, "Bhau, I am in any case duty bound towards My devotees and I am asking you to ask something 
personally for yourself because each individual has his/her separate identity and needs some external 
help to successfully sail through his/her lifecycle. Please feel free and ask?" My father realized that it was 
an acid test for him, so he said, "Baba, now that you are emphasizing so much hence before I ask, You to 
promise me that You will positively grant me my wish. en Baba said "Bhau, I have granted the wishes of 
so many, hence you should not have least doubt in Me, you ask and I grant". en my father said, "Baba I 
need only one boon from you. Put me to any birth and I must be able to see Your feet." Baba was then silent 
for some time He broke His silence saying" "Bhau, I am not able to grant this wish of yours." My father 
then said, "Baba, I was not asking for anything and You only forced me into this and I do not need anything 
other than this from You." en Baba gave a smile and said "Bhau, so many people come to Shirdi but very 
few are like you who have completely understood Me. By your wish you want to bind Me up for ever and I 
do not have such permission from My Lord to get bound like this with anyone. However, you need not get 
disappointed. I promise you that in our next birth when we are ten years old we will be sitting together 
and eating in one ali (plate)".  My father then said, Baba as You wish . In short Baba promised him to 
meet again in the next birth. Blessed is the devotee who will be again with Shri Sai Baba in his next life.

Source: LIVE EXPRIENCES OF THE TARKHAD FAMILY WITH SHRI SAI BABA OF SHIRDI
BY Virendra Jyotindra Tarkhad
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What the Apostles 
of Shri Sai Baba and

His Ankita Devotees

said about Sai
H.H. Narasimha Swamiji Founder President All India Sai Samaja

Sai Baba is now an Apantaratma. According to Sai Sahasranamavali 73 : Om shri Sai 
Apantharatmarupena srasturista pravartakaya Namah.

One who manifests himself as Bramha and engages in multitudinous creation. 
Sai is an Apantaratma, is carrying out the will of creator. When a Poorna Bhakta or Jnani or 

Jivanmukta dies wishing to continue His personality, the soul thereafter surviving in subtle form 
is called Apantaratma. Sai Sahasranamavali 64 says (Om Shri Sai Antarhrudaya Akasaya Namah.  
One who is an abode of in nity.) Sai is the Akasa (ether) in the heart of devotees.

H.H. Saipadananda Radhakrishna Swamiji Founder President Sai 
Spiritual Center Bangalore

Sai Baba lived, moved and had His being in the Divine. After shedding 
His body of karma, His pure liberated spirit is everywhere, now ready to 
land a saga of hope, ready to lend a helping hand, ready to cure and bring 
solace to any true devotee who invokes Him in the heart.

M.B. Rege Retired Judge, Indore High court
(Statement given to Shri B.V. Narasimha Swami on 11.6.1936)

I look upon Shri Sai Baba as the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer. I did before His 
Mahasamadhi in 1918 and I do so now. To me He is not gone. He is even now.

To me He had no limitations. Of course, when He was with us, there was the eshy tabernacle. 
at was prominently brought to our notice at time. But mostly, the in nite aspect of His was 

what remained before me. I thought of Him as mental or spiritual image in which the nite 
blended very perfectly - yet allowing the in nite to appear before us at times. Now that the body 
has been cast o , the in nite alone remains as Sai Baba.

Shri G.G. Narke, Professor of Geology and Mining Pune
(Statement given to Shri B.V. Narasimha Swamiji on 20-5-1936)

Baba is now in the State in which He was when in the esh, and when He 
was in the esh, He was in the State in which He is now."

Sai Baba is God - not in an ordinary Satpurusha. e divine gleam in His 
eyes denotes that He is the Satpurusha. Even after 18 years of His 
Mahasamadhi He is still there in His ethereal form. Even when I visit Shirdi 
the portrait of Baba kept in the Dwarkamai seems to draw us to Him. His 
glittering and piercing eyes as I remember will remain in my memory for ever.
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9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 126



Many questions are asked. Is Baba really alive and if so how do  I get to 

Him?  As Swami Sharanandji said that we do not need middle men to go 

to Sai. WE have to go ourselves direct with all humility and surrender, and 

Sai will appear.  This is what devotees of Sai who saw Sai Baba when He 

was alive had to say after Sai Baba left His body.

Hemadripant (Anna Saheb Dabholkar) Chapter 33 of Sai Satcharitra
Was Baba living because He had the body and was He dead because He left it? No Baba is ever 

alive for He transcends both life and death. He who loves Him whole heartedly gets response from 
Him at any time and at any place. He is always by our side and will take any form and appear before 
the devout bhakta and satisfy Him.

Shri Damodar Savalram Rasane Poona (Statement on 15-8-1936)
"To me Baba is not gone. He is still living and will ever live. Whenever in distress, I always cried 

(this was after He attained Samadhi) before His portrait and invariable He has appeared before me, 
consoled me and comforted me. He is undoubtedly an Avatar of a very high order." 

Damodar S. Rasane was a close devotee of Baba. As he was apprehensive and worried about the 
future when Baba would be no more physically, the latter assured him whenever and wherever 
Damia thinks earnestly of Him, He would be by his side. To Shri Rasane, Baba appeared a number of 
times, talked to him and even moved with him after Mahasamadhi.

Rao Bahadur S.B. Dhumal Nasik, (Statement on 16th October 1936)
e best way of understanding Baba is to experience him oneself. Where is Baba gone? He is 

still alive and active - More active, if that were possible, than he was before his Mahasamadhi. 
Anyone who is downright earnest can get into touch with him today and at once.

Mrs. Mani Sahukar in her book " e Saint of Shirdi" says
Shri Sai Baba is the most approachable God. Men and women can approach him at any time, regardless of caste, 

creed or religion with any of their problems spiritual or temporal. No yearning of the human heart is too insigni cant 
for this compassionate Avathar. Shri Sai is verily the Muralidhar whose temple Shri Bapusaheb Buty set out to 
construct and which became the Samadhi Mandir where Baba lives forever. Sai is so responsive to a person's appeal and 
as a devotee puts it "What is important for Sai Baba is Bhakti and love, not the rituals and poojas, so that if with true 
devotion we sit down and pray, Sai sits up and listens. If we sit and pray He stands and listens. If we stand up and pray, 
Sai dances and listens."

A Jiven Mukta like Shri Sainath is present everywhere but then what could be the special signi cance of Baba's 
Samadhi Mandir at Shirdi.
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Compiled By Sanjay Padia, Kolkata

Shri Perin Bharuch in his book on Sai Baba of Shirdi Says
Sai Baba continues to be active even after His Mahasamadhi. To those in urgent need of help and 
guidance, Sai Baba appears in dreams and visions, prayers are answered, hopes and wishes are 
ful lled, sickness and diseases cured and all manners of problems solved so e ectively, that His 
following continues to multiply. People experience strange and inexplicable happenings, many of 
which are nothing short of miracles. Nor are there such experiences and happenings con ned and 
restricted to those who have heard about Baba and believe in Him. People from all walks of life and 
from all parts of the country/world continue to be drawn to Shirdi and Sai Baba in exactly the same 
manner as people had been drawn during His lifetime. Expect that the names of the experiences 
are di erent; there is no dissimilarity in happenings prior to 15th October 1918 and those 
reported today.

9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 128

Swami Ramdas Says
Each particle of the Saints body either in the form of dust or ashes has great divine power in it, 

and that power radiates light and joy to a responsive heart and elevates it by lling it with many 
ecstasy and peace. A strange spiritual power is there and many thousands go there for material 
bene ts and do obtain them as well. 

O nce noon aarti was done, Shri Sai Baba sent everybody for lunch. Only Lakshmi Bai, 
Bhagoji, Bayaji Appa Kote Patil, Bala Shimpi, Nimonkar, Shama were alongside Him. 

Baba conversed with them and expressed a wish to take Him to Dagdi Wada (Booty Wada) as 
He did not like it in Dwarakamai. Shri Sai Baba sat on His Gaddi and took paan (beetle leaf) 
from Madhav Fasle. He drank water of which half went inside the throat and the rest came out. 
Baba's eyes became moist and He called Lakshmi Bai Shinde and gave her 5 Rupees and later 4 
Rupee coins.             

Baba leaned on Bayaji Appa Kote Patil and breathed His last. Seeing this Bhagoji, informed 
Nimonkar who tried to pour water in Baba's mouth, which trickled out. ey sent word for the 

thdoctor. Dr. Pillay informed all that Baba left His mortal body. It was around 2:30 p.m. on 15  
October 1918 Baba took His Samadhi. Devotees' sadness cannot be described, they were 
wailing aloud and thronged to masjid to have last glimpse of the mortal coil. Abdul Baba whom 
Baba sent message to come just few minutes before He breathed His last, came running to the 
masjid repenting for not coming immediately when Baba called. ey kept Baba's body in a 
sitting position to let all have a glimpse of Him properly. Flowers were in abundance and even 
for those who were all the time with Baba in His lifetime it took hours for them to go near Shri 
Sai Baba.

Baba took Samadhi around 2:30p.m. on 15-10-1918



H ari Sitaram Dixit alias Kakasaheb Dixit was one of 
the Ankita child of Sai Baba. He was a perfect 
devotee of Sai Baba. e less written it is better 

about Dixit. Dixit was instrumental in many things. To mention a few, 
he was one of the devotees who was adamant to bury Sai Baba's mortal 
remains in the Samadhi Mandir. He was also instrumental in setting 
up the Shirdi Sansthan Trust. We are giving a brief introduction 
about Kaka as Sai Baba lovingly called him.

Mr. Hari Sitaram alias Kakasaheb Dixit was born in 1864 A.D., in 
a Vadnagara Nagar - Brahmin-family, at Khandwa (C.P). His primary 
education was done at Khandwa, Hinganghat, and secondary education at Nagpur. 
He came to Bombay for higher education and studied rst in the Wilson College and then in the Elphinstone 
College. Before 1909 A.D., Sai Baba's name was not familiar to Kakasaheb, but after that he soon became a 
great devotee of Sai Baba.. While he was staying at Lonavla, he happened to see his old friend. Mr. Nanasaheb 
Chandorkar. Both spent some time, in talking about many things. Kakasaheb described to him, how when he 
was boarding a train in London, he met with an accident, in which his foot slipped and was injured. Hundreds 
of remedies gave him no relief. Nanasaheb then told him that if he wished to get rid of the pain and lameness 
of his leg, he should go to his Sadguru-Sai Baba. He also gave him all the particulars of Sai Baba and 
mentioned to him Sai Baba's dictum "I draw to Me My man from far o , or even across the seven seas, like a 
sparrow with a string fastened to its feet." He also made it clear to him that if he be not Baba's man, he would 
not be attracted to Him and given a darshan. Kakasaheb was pleased to hear all this, and said to Nanasaheb 
that he would go to Baba, see Him and pray to Him to cure not so much his lame leg, but bring round his lame, 

ckle mind and give him eternal Bliss.

Kaka constructed his own wada in Shirdi which is called the Dixit Wada which is opposite to Gurusthan 
and at present a Medical dispensary is being run in Dixit Wada. Kakasaheb Dixit started the Saileela Masik or 
Saileela Magazine in 1923.

Shri Dixit maintained a diary in Marathi and recorded therein the incidents that he heard about or saw 
when he was at Shirdi. is diary is the rst great source of information that we have for Baba's life at Shirdi. 
He is another person who kept a diary apart from Dada Saheb Khaparde which proves to be a good source of 
history.  An attempt is made to translate the Dixit Diary from Marathi to English.

The Diary of
Kakasaheb Dixit

Hari Sitaram Dixit

ARTICLE
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Leela 1

Shri Moreshwar Pradhan's eldest son was once seriously ill. During 
this period Telangi Shastri was staying with Shri Moreshwar Pradhan. 
He was a Datta upasak and he was against Baba's worship by Shri 
Moreshwar Pradhan. He advised Shri Pradhan to shun Baba's worship in 
his house and start worshipping Datta Guru totally. Shri Pradhan told 
him that Sai Baba was Dutta. Telangi Shastri told Shri Pradhan that if 
Baba is Datta then his child must start drinking milk in the next ve 
minutes. He would then agree with Pradhan. Further if the child gets well 
by tomorrow, Shastri would visit Shirdi and seek Baba's darshan and 
o er Rupees one hundred and twenty- ve as Dakshina. Firstly, the child 
drank milk in the next ve minutes and started recovering from next day. 
Once the child recovered fully Shastri visited Shirdi, sought Baba's 
darshan and o ered Rupees One hundred and twenty- ve as promised. 

In the late afternoon of the said day Baba asked Shri Shastri to o er ve Rupees Dakshina again. Madhav Rao 
Deshpande who was present there asked Sai Baba that Shri Shastri has already o ered Baba Rupees One 
hundred and twenty- ve as Dakshina in the morning. Baba why seek Rupees ve from him now. Baba Said 
Yes in the morning he o ered Rupees one hundred twenty to his Datta and not me. Shastri o ered Rupees 
ve as Dakshina to Baba accordingly.

Leela II

e night which Sai Baba left his physical body at Shirdi my nephew Shri Madhav had a dream in which a 
great yogi takes Samadhi. Similarly, one person from North named Hanuman Prasad from Bombay 
experienced Baba mounting on wall of his house and moving to and fro. Many of Baba's ardent devotees also 
felt the same in various forms indicating Baba's Samadhi.

Baba said, 'Take me to Buti wada' before shedding his physical body. After Baba's Niryan close devotees 
present at Dwarkamai and in Shirdi were contemplating where to place Baba's mortal coil and to build a 
Samadhi over it. Some of the devotees felt Baba's physical body must be shifted to Buti wada and Samadhi 
must be built over it as per Baba's command. Another section of devotees felt Baba's physical body must be 
laid to rest in some open space and Samadhi built over it. After 24 hours of Baba's shedding his body it was 
unanimously agreed by all section of devotees to shift his mortal coil to Buti wada and a Samadhi be built 
there. is wada was earlier built by Buti Saheb for his stay in Shirdi. In 1916 when Buti wada's construction 
was in progress Baba took critically ill and Shri Nana Sahib Chandorkar then felt a temple must be built 
within this wada and it should not be a mere place to reside for Shri Buti Sahib. Nana Sahib's view was put 
forth before Baba. He approved the same and ordained a temple to be built within Buti wada. It was decided 
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to build a temple in the center space of Buti wada, skilled workers required to build the same were hired from Nagpur. 
When the temple work was in progress, suddenly these skilled workers from Nagpur returned to Nagpur for some 
speci c reasons, thus the temple construction was stalled and it remained un nished till Baba's Niryan. Baba was laid 
to rest in the said temple space and a Samadhi was built on it and thus a temple rose in true sense for Baba. Baba spoke 
for years prior to shedding his mortal coil that Buti wada is his place and he would reside there forever.

Many childless couples were blessed with Male child by Baba's grace. Rao Bahadur Hari Vinayak Sathe, Ahmed 
Nagar's Damushet Kasar, Nanded Ratanji Seth, Gopal Gund, Rahuri's Deshmukh all came to Baba's darshan with 
prayers to be blessed with Male child. Accordingly, all of their prayers were answered and their wish ful lled by Baba's 
grace. All of them then led a happy and contented life. Other than these a uent people, thousands of poor and needy 
people were blessed with male children by Baba's grace. Many female devotees came during Ramanavami festivals to 
Shirdi or on ursdays' to seek Baba's blessings to bless them with a child.

Some women yearning for child prayed from their homes instead of coming to Shirdi with a vow to Baba. Baba thus 
ful lled their vow and blessed them with child. In Pune, a lady aspiring for a male child vowed to Baba., Shortly Baba 
appeared before her in a dream, blessed her and gave a coconut to her hand. e lady woke up and found a coconut 
beside her. She felt extremely happy and later delivered a male child. After a year, as per vow, she visited Shirdi with her 
child and placed the child at the feet of Baba and sought his blessings. Devotees felt that whenever Baba gave coconut 
to a female devotee craving for a male child, Baba's blessing would come true. Even after Samadhi many took vow 
before his photo or Samadhi praying for male child and their prayers were answered. Here is a live example where 
Jaganath who took care of Baba's horse later turned ascetic and stayed in Lord Shanker's temple at Ulve village, Panvel 
taluk. During his stay in Lord Shanker's temple he met Shanker Rao's wife named Uma Bai. She narrated that her 
husband Shri Shanker Rao married again at her instance and they had no male child. Jaganath at Uma Bai's persistence 
gave a coconut to Shri Shanker Rao's second wife with a prayer if she delivers a male child, Uma Bai must visit Baba's 
Samadhi at Shirdi and seek blessings. Accordingly, Umabai took vow to visit Shirdi and seek Baba's blessing if her co-
sister delivers male child. On being blessed with male child Uma Bai visited Shirdi as per vow and Jaganath who by then 
had left Ulve village was in Shirdi. Coincidentally Uma Bai took darshan of Baba's Samadhi and o ered a coconut with 
tip covered with Gold in a salt cube shape that weighed 4 annas coin of British year (yearly 1920). e said coconut 
covered with gold at the tip is with Shirdi Sansthan.

By Chandra Sekhara Shetty Udipi
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Balasaheb Bhate was a Mamlatdar in Kopargaon until 1890. He used 
to feel Baba was a mad fakir and only foolish people worshipped 

Him. Once his friends were going to Shirdi and forced him to come with 
them. He did not visit Baba for ve days after his arrival in Shirdi. On the 
sixth day when they were leaving, Baba called Bal Bhate and presented a 
shawl to him. From that moment, Bhate became Baba's devotee and was 
inseparable from Him. It was di cult to pursue him to attend to his duties 
as Mamlatdar. With lot of di culty, his friends put up an application for his 
leave, as he did not want to be away from Baba. However, after the leave 
sanctioned got over still he did not want to join his duty. e collector 
feeling pity on his situation granted pension of Rupees 30 to him. He spent 

his lifetime serving Baba and reading devotional books. is devotee led a key role in the funeral preparations of 
Baba. On Wednesday morning Baba appeared to Laxman Mama Joshi in his dream and drawing him by his hand said 
- "Get up soon; Bapusaheb Jog thinks that I am dead and won't come for worship; you do the worship and the Kakad 
(morning) arati." Laxman Mama was the village astrologer and was the maternal uncle of Shama. He was an 
orthodox Brahmin and on a daily basis rst worshipped Baba in the morning and then all the village deities. He had 
full faith in Baba. After the vision, he came with all the pooja materials and not minding the protests of the moulvis, 
did worship and the Kakad arati with all due formalities and went away. en at noon Bapusaheb Jog came with all 
others and went through the noon arati ceremony as usual.



Baba giving instruction towards the construction of Dagdi (Buty) Wada.



T he goal of self-realization of every seeking individual is 
appeased by Gurus, Avatars, Saints and Sages. One of the 
aims of Avatars is to guide the devotees, disciples in the 

path of self-realization. Sainath the simplest form of Guru neither took 
any disciple nor teach and preach. He simply lived exemplary life. Each 
moment, word spoken by Sainath was a lesson. e ardent devotees who 
could grasp the meaning of such simple lessons did follow to reach the path 
of self-realization.

e perpetual misconception under which we live is that we are the body, 
the creature (jiva) or ego, that God (Paramatma) and the world are di erent 
from us is an error inherited from innumerable past births.  From actions 
based on our past births, we have derived our joys and sorrows. To remove 
the delusions which is nothing but Maya he must start self-analyzation. 

e questions arising from such form of ignorance is cleared by our Guru in 
form of Guropadesha.

Baba in the esh was, to His devotees, the embodiment of the Supreme 
Spirit lighting the Sadhakas path by His every word and action. 'Charters 
and Sayings' compiled by Swamiji is Shri Sainath manifested in form of 
words. Just like Lord Sree Krishna manifests Himself in the Bhagavad 
Gita, so does Baba in the 'Charters and Sayings'. e 'Charters and Sayings' 
are useful as teachings both in the spiritual world and the material world. 
Pervading them is the love of an ardent devotee who pictures Baba in form 
of a teacher.

Baba's day to day talk carried a deeper meaning than the super cial one it 
meant. Like for example at one stage Baba says, "I am your servant's 
servant"; sometimes "I am a servant of Allah"; and yet again "I am He". 
Normal intellect fails here; but the spirit beyond the intellect and mind is 
apparent. In physical form, Baba played the role of insigni cant human 
being;

B.V. Narasimha Swamy conducted interviews with many devotees of Sai 
Baba who saw Him in esh and blood.  ey have shared with Narasimha 
Swamy the leelas of Sai Baba, the moral sayings of Sai Baba which they have 
learnt and heard. Shri Narasimha Swamy compiled these interviews in the 
form of a book and published Devotees experience of Sai Baba, but hidden 
in these experiences of devotees there were the teachings on various 

Sai Baba's
Charters and Sayings

Introduction to 

FIRST READING
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subjects which touched the day to day life of the devotees. Devotees of 
Sai Baba were eager to know what were the moral teachings of Sai Baba 
on various subjects.

So, in order to make things easy Shri B.V. Narasimha Swamy compiled 
the various moral teachings of Sai Baba into a book and published 
them as Charters and Sayings of Sai Baba. e book Charters and 
sayings are arranged topic wise like 1) Baba's promises as Dwaraka 
Mayi 2) Who is God 3) Worship of objects.

If a devotee of Sai Baba has any doubt regarding Sai Baba's views or 
teachings on a particular subject the devotee can just go through the 
index and know the teachings of Sai Baba.

An attempt is made through this magazine to present in each issue Sai 
Baba's moral teaching on topics of day to day life.

By V.V. Leeladhar
Source: Shri Sai Satcharitra;

Shri Sai Baba Charters and Sayings

Shri Sai Baba loved Bakul owers

Bakul ower's scienti c name is Mimusops elengi. 
Ancient Indian sages regarded these trees as gifts from 

God. Bakul trees are considered male and are planted on the 
right side of temple. ese owers drop to the ground in the 
mornings and retain their fragrance for hours after they drop. 

ey are o ered to deities for worship in temples. Lord Krishna 
used to play ute under Bakul tree in Vrindavan. Shri Sai Baba 
loved Bakul Flowers and these two Leelas of Shri Sai Baba are an indication that he loved Bakul owers.

Savitri Bai Tendulkar who wrote the book 'Sainath Bhajan Mala' whose reference is given in Chapter 2 
and 29 of Shri Sai Satcharitra lived in Bandra, Mumbai. In her house, there used to be a huge Bakul tree, 
Savitri Bai used to collect these Bakul owers and used to make a garland and also made a bed of these 

owers and placed the photo of Shri Sai Baba on these owers. On one of her visits to Shirdi, Baba was 
sitting with a large group of people, when He pointed to her and said, I was not in Shirdi for the last three 
months. I was in mother's home. She smothered me with Bakul owers. I am intoxicated by their smell .

Das Ganu Maharaj who was an ardent devotee of Sai Baba and wrote many books on Sai Baba chief 
among them are (1) Sainath Stavana Manajari (2) Bhakta Lilamrita Chapter.31 and Chapter 32 and 33 
(1906) (3) Santakatamrita Chapter 57.  Chapter 31 of No.2 and Chapter. 57 of No.3 of were published in 
Baba's lifetime which contains accounts of Shri Sai Baba. Many references are made in Shri Satcharitra 
about Das Ganu Maharaj. Sai Baba took Mahasamadhi on 15th October and Baba appeared to Das Ganu on 
16th of October 1918 at Pandharpur in his dream and said to him " e Masjid collapsed, all the oilmen and 
grocers of Shirdi teased Me a lot, so I left the place. I therefore came to inform you here, please go there 
quickly and cover Me with 'Bakul owers'.  Das Ganu got the information also from Shirdi letters. So, he 
reached Shirdi along with his disciples and started bhajan kirtan and sang God's name, all through the day 
before Baba's samadhi. He weaved a beautiful garland of bakul owers studded with Lord Hari's name he 
placed it on Baba's samadhi and gave a mass-feeding in Baba's name. (Chapter 42)

Source: Sainath Bhajan Mala, Shri Sai Satcharita
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L iving beings need food to grow, sustain and continue the 
progeny. e food we eat contains the nutrients that our body 
needs to replace the cells stay healthy, strong. Hunger is the 

common problem across all living beings. Without food life cannot sustain 
itself. Sai Baba used to say God is not attained on an empty stomach; 

rst the soul has to be appeased. In short, when all organs get their 
proper nutrition and are sound, we can practice devotion and other 
sadhanas to attain God.  He also said, Food alone is the means of 
sustaining life and after death it is in the food that it merges.

If we o er anything in charity, there is a human tendency to want more, 
for example if one o ers money as Charity no one is satis ed with the 
amount received. So, the best charity is giving food, we can give food to all 
living beings, there is no discrimination. No living being can consume 
more than what is needed, they are satis ed once their hunger is satiated. 

e most common forms of giving is the sharing of food with others. Every 
religion says it is a religious duty (dharma) to o er food to any unexpected 
guest. 

No pooja or religious function is complete in Indian culture without 
o ering of prasad or food. Food plays an important role in worship, and the 
food o ered to the deities (prasad) is thought to bestow considerable 
religious merit, purifying body, mind and spirit. Further in Indian 

tradition a householder is expected to 
partake of food only after it has been 
reverentially o ered to the deities, the 
ancestors, the mendicant, and those 
dependent on him. e practice of o ering 
of food is common to all sections of Indian 
society and continues to be an important 
aspect of people's way of life. On religious 
and other important occasions annadaan 
is undertaken on a large scale. 

Many religious organizations have 
regular kitchens which cook food both for 
the presiding deity and the pilgrims and 
they are feeding throughout the day for 
example, Shirdi Sai Sansthan, Tirumala 
Tirupathi Devastham, Gurudwaras.

Shri Sai Baba's thoughts on
Food and Annadaan

GUIDANCE
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As Sai Baba is a practical God, He laid lot of emphasis 
on serving of food to all living beings, Chapter 38 of Sai 
Satcharitra says

Verse 12:  For ever y yuga respectively,  the 
Dharmashastra has prescribed proven means to attain 
Moksha, as for Satyayuga penance, for Treta Yuga the 
attainment of knowledge, for Dwapara yuga yagna or 
sacri ce and for Kali yuga Charity.

Verse 13: One should keep giving, all the time, in 
charity, but main signi cance lies in the appeasement of 
hunger. Hence Annadaan or feeding in charity regularly 
is the chief among all actions.

Verse 16: Food is just another form of Parabrahma 
and all the living creatures are born out of it. Food alone 
is the means of sustaining life and after death it is in the 
food that it merges.

Verse 18: When giving wealth, clothes, vessels, etc it 
is to be considered whether the receiver is deserving or 
not. But for Annadaan, no such consideration is needed. 
Whoever comes to the door and at whatever time, it is 
not proper to show disrespect to him.

Sai Baba's Handi as described in Chapter 38 of Sai 
Satcharitra:

Giving food is the best of all the charities; we are 
much perturbed when we get no food when hungry. 
Other beings feel similarly under similar circumstances. 

e one who gives food to the poor and hungry is the best 
donor or charitable person. When anybody comes to our 
door at noon uninvited, it is our duty to welcome him by 
giving food. If lame, crippled, blind diseased paupers 
come, they should be fed rst and the able-bodied 
persons and our relations afterwards. e merit of 
feeding food to the former is much more than the latter.

It was stated that Sai Baba required very little food for 
Himself and obtained it through begging from a few 
houses. Baba Himself never ate anything without 
sharing it with others. Every day He used to go out 
begging and whatever food was collected, He used to 
place it in the earthen bowl in the Masjid. Some beggars 
used to pinch 3-4 breads and dogs and birds used to eat 
out of it; but Baba never drove them away. Whenever any 
devotee o ered Him fruits and richly cooked food, He 
hardly tasted it and distributed amongst the devotees 
present

He not only distributed the food He begged but also 
cooked and fed all sumptuously. He made all the 
necessary preparations HIMSELF and depended on 
none. To see whether the food was properly cooked or 
not, Sai Baba rolled up the sleeve of His kafni and put His 
bare arm in the boiling cauldron without the least fear 
and churned the whole mass from side to side and up and 
down. ere was no mark of burn on his arm or fear on 
His face. When the cooking was over, Baba got the pots in 
the Masjid and had them duly consecrated by the mouli. 
Firstly, He sent part of the food as prasad to Mhalsapathy 
and Tatya Patil and then He would serve the remaining 
contents with His own hand to all the poor and helpless 
people to their hearts content. Really blessed and 
fortunate must be those people who got food prepared by 
BABA and served by HIM.

Sai Baba continued to cook food in the handi till about 
1910. ereafter due to the spread of fame of Sai Baba, 
the in ux of devotee's increased and considerable 
naivedya was o ered to Shri Sai. It was so much in excess 
that it used to su ce for all the people of Shirdi. Sai Baba 
served both vegetarian and non-vegetarian food. He 
never created in the devotees any wish or desire to 
indulge in this food. ere is a principle well established 
that when a Guru Himself gives anything as Prasad, the 
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disciple who thinks and doubts whether it is acceptable 
or not goes to perdition.

Baba's Nectar like words to Nana Chandorkar with 
respect to Athithis (Guests)

An athithi is not necessarily a person who is a 
Brahmin by birth and who would come to your quarters 
to sit at a meal with you. After, your puja is over, take 
some food out in your hand and leave it in some corner, 
and thousands of athithis (guests) will come one after 
another, each in due course and partake of it. ey are the 
dogs, cats, ies, ants etc. To you they would not look like 
atithis. But they are athithis, for God is in them all. If you 
follow this the Vedic injuction is satis ed and you will 
obtain the required punya (merit)

- From Life of Sai Baba by H.H. Narasimha Swamiji

Not to Disregard O ers of Food

Sai Baba advised that while going out for some job, if 
it is meal time, do not go out on empty stomach, 
disregarding any o er of food. On the contrary, it should 
be regarded as auspicious sign of success. Moreover, 
there is also a strong reason for this. To do any job 
perfectly, one requires energy, which can only be 
acquired by eating food. Secondly, refusing something 
o ered by somebody lovingly, means hurting that 
person's feelings, which is certainly not a proper mood, 
while going out for an important task. In Chapter 32, Sai 
Baba has narrated his own experience as to how He and 
His companions lost their way in the woods because they 
disregarded the Vanjari's o er of food and guidance. 
However, later, when Sai Baba accepted the Vanjari's 
food and guidance, He was able to carry out the quest 
successfully. Similarly, in Chapter 33, Appasaheb 
Kulkarni was not able to nd the Fakir, when he rushed 
out of home in hurry without his meals. However, later 
when after taking his meals, he strolled out with his 
friend, the Fakir Himself was seen approaching him and 
demanding dakshina.

Never Eat Anything Without Sharing it with 
Others

In Chapter 24, Sai Baba has conveyed this principle 
very e ectively by making fun of Annasaheb Dabholkar, 
the author of Shri Sai Satcharita, when some grains of 
gram were seen stuck in the folds of his coat's sleeve. Sai 
Baba further explained that, when no person or animal is 
present nearly, one should o er it to Baba by 
remembering Him. is will result in the devotee 
avoiding food, which is impure and not t to be enjoyed. 
He further explained that this method should be 
employed not in case of the sense of taste only but in case 
of all senses viz. sight," touch etc. also.

In Chapter 9, Sai Baba expressed His great pleasure, 
when Mrs. Tarkhad fed a hungry dog during her meal 
lime. He further said,

"Ever act like this and this will stand you in good 
stead. First give bread to the hungry and then eat 
yourself!". Similarly, we know, what Baba said to 
Laxmibai Shinde, who was annoyed because Baba gave 
the bread and vegetable, cooked urgently for Baba, to a 
nearby dog,

"Why do you grieve for nothing? e appeasement of 
the dog's hunger is the same as mine. ough some speak 
and others are dumb, the hunger of all creatures is the 
same. Know for certain that he who feeds the hungry, 
really serves me with food." (Chapter. 42)

On the whole Shri Sai Baba himself set an example on 
the importance of food and annadaan to all those 
present. By doing so, he has underlined the importance 
of food and annadaan service. e Shirdi Sansthan has 
got a separate fund for this purpose and annadaan is 
done using the same funds. On many festival days, the 
annadaan is free. We Sai devotees should also perform 
annadaan to poor, disabled, old people and also animals 
from our daily food to our best ability and follow the 
tradition of Shri Sai Baba. 

By Sandhya Udtha
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Build the Wada with the Temple. I shall ful ll the desires of all

S hri Sai Baba in his life time tried His best to make all living beings to live in harmony in Shirdi. 
e moment Baba took Samadhi suddenly few realized this was a human body which is trying 

to nd its place in Buty Wada in place of Muralidhar. Few had an opinion His body should be placed in 
open eld and last rites performed as per their custom. Mir Shakar, a body builder of Korhale saw the 
developments and sought the help of Appaji Kote Patil who was the grandfather of Ramachandra 
Patil. He convinced him that it was bad to keep a dead body in the village.  is appealed to Appaji and 
he called a meeting of the villagers and told the villagers his views. en the villagers agreed to take the 
body out of Shirdi. 

Ramachandra Patil heard this and disagreed vehemently saying that Baba's last wish should be 
followed and honored. Ramachandra was successful in convincing the villagers of Shirdi for Baba's 
MahaSamadhi in Shirdi and succeeded in honoring Baba's last wish.  is enraged Appaji and he told 
him not to step into his house again. Ramachandra Patil agreed as he was determined to honor Baba's 
last wish at any cost. He did not enter his grandfather's house for almost 12 years although his rst 
wife Sitabai stayed there.

However, problems cropped up as soon as the Sub-Inspector of Rahata, Shri Sane arrived.  Some of 
them were unanimous in their opinion that Sainath's body should be interred in Buty wada and 
nowhere else. No de nite decision was taken until Mamlatdar of Kopergaon arrived next day, to sort 
out the matter with everyone. e Mamlatdar therefore took a general plebiscite and found that the 
proposal to use the Wada secured double the number of votes. 

In favor of Buty Wada 1,503 votes

In favor of Open eld 760 votes

us, the matter was resolved to intern Baba's body in Buty wada. Still being hesitant, Mamlatdar 
sought to refer the matter to the Collector of Ahmednagar. Kakasaheb Dixit meanwhile got ready to 
personally visit Ahmednagar and obtain the approval on the basis of poll results. Gradually by Baba's 
inspiration there was a change of opinion from those who opposed to Baba's Samadhi in Buty Wada 
and there was a total unanimous approval to inter Sainath's holy body in Buty wada. us, after a 
grand procession throughout the village, the holy body was interred in central portion reserved for 
Murlidhar. In fact, Baba became the Murlidhar and the Wada became a temple and a holy shrine, 
where so many devotees went and are going now too nd rest and peace. All the obsequies of Baba were 
duly performed by Balasaheb Bhate and Upasani, a great devotee of Baba.

It is to be noted that the Samadhi is about 6 feet by 2 feet and there is an altar of about 3 feet in 
height, 9 feet in length and nine feet in breadth. e broken brick lying in Dwrakamai was xed by 
silver thread together and kept under Baba's head. When they opened a small cloth bag, which He 
always had with Him and never let anybody touch it, they found an old green kafni and a cap (topi). 

th is also they kept beside Baba. On 17 October 1918 Mahasamadhi was done and a portrait of Baba 
was kept above the Samadhi. 

A Marble Samadhi was built atop the Samadhi and since that time Buty wada is known as Samadhi 
Mandir. 
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T oday we shall share the story of our 
beloved Sai Baba. He was a man who 
was gracious and generous to all. For 

as beloved as he was by his millions of devotees, it is 
argued that the love he showed them back was even 
greater. Whether you were short or tall, big or small, 
white or black, or any shade in between, from the 
tiniest ants to the tallest mountains Sai Baba had 
love for all things. In his essence, he thrived in his 
modest and humble nature. He led a simple life, 
taught simple virtues, and asked for simple things 
in return by his devotees. Sai Baba asked that we 
stand strong in our faiths, whatever they may be. He 
asked that we love God. And above all else he prayed 
that we showed the same love to each other. In 
return, bestowed us with his blessings and graced us 
with his miracles, or Leelas as we have come to call 
them. Listen to me, and your prayers shall be 
answered  as he often proclaimed.

We shall start with the early years of Sai Baba, 
the years before the fame. Much of the details of his 
life during this time remain unknown. We do not 
know his true name, his family, where he was born, 
or even his birthday. On the last two, all that exist 
are guesses. is continues to beg the question, 
where did Sai Baba come from?  is puzzle has 

boggled the minds of scholars from around the 
world for nearly two centuries and will continue to 
do so. 

So now we move onto more concrete things. Sai 
Baba packed his sparse belongings and travelled 
west before arriving at the beautiful and quiet 
village of Shirdi in Maharashtra, British India. At 

Children's Sai Baba
Who is Sai Baba

this time, he was at the ripe age of 16 years old. It 
was in Shirdi where he quickly earned the name that 
he is known by today. Sai  can have an array of 
meanings ranging from a person of religious 
importance to a literal God. Baba  is a loving term 
signifying grandfather, father, or sir. When one puts 
these words together, it is easy to see the highest 
honor in holding the title Sai Baba . 

e way he could generate such undying 
devotion, loyalty, and respect from his followers 
around the world began at an early age as well. Even 
as a mere teenager he lived the life of an ascetic. He 
distanced himself from material pleasure and set 
his sights upon higher wonders, wonders that only 
the eternal thirst for faith and knowledge could 
satisfy. Sai Baba was often seen under a Neem tree, 
where he would sit quietly and still as a statue. 
Under this very tree he would stay and meditate for 
hours, and sometimes even days without stopping. 
Food and water were of little concern, as God gave 
him the energy to continue. 

e villagers watched this child in awe and many 
times they questioned how such a young boy could 
practice such disciplined faith and resist such 
common temptations. Time after time, Baba even 
in his youth displayed levels of wisdom and faith 
that far outlasted his years. Burning hot days and 
bone chilling nights, neither the heat nor cold 
bothered him. Oftentimes he was visited by other 
religious members of Shirdi and beyond. Some 
understood his journey but others, in their 
ignorance, called him mad and would throw stones 
at him. Sai Baba thus left Shirdi to continue his 
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travels, but one year later he would return.

In 1858 Sai Baba made his glorious return to 
Shirdi, where he would remain for the duration of 
his life. Being the ever-so-stylish man he was, he 
soon adopted his signature clothing line of a knee 
length one-piece Kafni robe and a bare cloth cap. His 
out t highlighted the simple life that he was 
content with living, but not without some 
opposition. Some took Baba's clothing to be a 
proclamation that he was a devout Muslim, which 
he was not. 

For a period of nearly 5 years after his return to 
Shirdi, he lived under the very same Neem tree he 
was seen meditating under. He spent his days 
wandering the leafy Indian jungle and undertaking 
long periods of erce meditation. Later, a 
disgruntled Sai Baba was persuaded to take shelter 
in and old and dilapidated mosque, where he lived 
out the rest of his days. Baba aided his humble 
lifestyle by begging for alms every day. He received 
multitudes of both Hindu and Muslim visitors. In 
his mosque, Sai Baba would constantly maintain a 
Dhuni (sacred re). While he gave spiritual lessons 
to his devotees and guests alike, Baba distributed 
the ashes from his Dhuni to his visitors, for they 
were said to have healing powers and bring about 
good fortune. Being the benevolent avatar that he 
was, Sai Baba would also take these ashes to help 
treat the sick within Shirdi. 

Baba lived out his days in this manner and by 
1910, his fame and stories of his miracles had 
spread like wild re and gained him immense 
popularity stretching all the way to Mumbai. Soon 
after, followers built his rst temple in Bhivpuri, 
Karjat. On October 15th, 1918 Sai Baba decided for 
himself that it was time to move on from this world 
to the next. So, by his own accord and meditations 
he entered a trancelike state, a Samadhi, which 
allowed him to pass on, while his soul has remained 
with us forever.

Of his teachings, they proceed as follows:

Sai Baba frowned upon the persecution of other 
people. Regardless of their religion, caste, race, or 
any other factor he stressed the signi cance of 

peace and equality. He asked that his devotees pray 
and read their holy scriptures. For Muslims this 
meant the Qu'ran and for Hindus this meant the 
Ramayana, Bhagavad Gita, and Yoga Vasistha. He 
did not claim just one religion accordingly, for he 
saw beauty in all practices the same way he saw 
beauty in all things. His beliefs and teachings drew 
heavily on in uences by Hinduism, Islam, and even 
shows traces of Christianity. 

Baba used these lessons and the combined 
beauties of all these beliefs to form what he and 
millions across the world believe to be the most 
virtuous way of living. He asked of his devotees to 
lead a moral life and to always strive for what is 
right, to aid the poor, and to never discriminate. 
Baba implored of devotees never lose faith in God 
and to exhibit patience and love in all things. Lastly, 
Sai Baba preached that in order to truly believe, you 
must give without the intention of receiving. Do not 
do good for a reward. Do good because it is right. To 
let go of earthly possessions and to practice due to 
faith and morals is the proper way to live. Acting out 
of duty will always trump acting for one's own self 
bene t.

What began as a young man meditating under a 
Neem tree in a small village has now blossomed into 
a worldwide empire. From the humble village of 
Shirdi, Sai Baba's religious awakening has spread to 
the Caribbean Islands, Nepal, Canada, the US, 
Australia, United Arab Emirates, Malaysia, the UK, 
Germany, France, and Singapore. 

Devotees have rejoiced in his Leelas during his 
life and long after. During his time, he graced us on 
earth, he was known to make items levitate, 
mindreading, lighting lamps with water, curing 
what was deemed incurable, telling the future, and 
aiding his devotees in every way that was needed in 
between. Since his departure from this earth it is 
arguable that Sai Baba has accomplished just as 
much. He bestows upon the faithful these very same 
miracles when he sees true devotion, and has even 
been known to visit us in our dreams.

Om Sai Ram

By Amit Gattadahalli
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s it right to kill snake or scorpion was I the discussion in Shri Sai Satcharitra 
Chapter XXII and Baba gave a simple 

answer God lives in all beings and creatures, 
whether they are serpents or scorpions? He (God) is 
the Great Wirepuller of the world, and all beings, 
serpents, scorpions etc., obey His command. Unless 
He wills it, nobody can do any harm to others. e 
world is all dependent on Him and no one is 
independent. So, we should take pity and love all 
creatures, leave o  adventurous ghts and killings 
and be patient. e Lord (God) is the Protector of 
all . Here is a Leela (enchanting happenings) where 
the scorpion forgets its disposition. 

In what other way, can we express our gratitude 
to the ever loving and caring Mother Sai than 
sharing this Leela with all? On 1st July 1988, J. 
Vasundara Devi's brother was going to Delhi and her 
mother was preparing food for his journey. She 
cooked rice and immediately placed it all in a plate 
and went out for few moments. When she came 
back she was surprised to see two very big cavities in 
the hot rice plate. She called everyone, they all saw 
the plate and prayed to Baba for consuming such hot 
rice just to show us His Leela and shower His 
blessings on us.

ey decided to go to Sai Mandir in Scindia and 
pay their respects to Him. It's nearly 10 kilometers 
from their place so they rarely go there. ey 
thought they will ask some of their friends also to 
join them. ey also wanted to take their neighbor's 
son, Rahul. He was around 3 years, was highly 
intelligent, loved to put Baba's Udi and loved to hear 
Baba's songs also. Because of his intelligence he was 

A Scorpion
Forgets Its Sting

A ScorpionA Scorpion
Forgets Its StingForgets Its Sting

A Scorpion
Forgets Its Sting

attending school for six 
months.

On that particular 
day, Rahul went as 
usual to school at 
7 : 4 5  a . m .  a n d 
came back at 11:15 a.m. He himself took out his 
shoes and socks without any adult helping him. 
Another neighbor, a boy named Shiva Babu was also 
present at that time. ey saw a lump like thing in 
the socks and took the socks from the kid's hands to 
see what it was. ere was a live scorpion which was 
immediately killed. Rahul's mother was worried and 
asked the child whether he felt any inconvenience, 
irritation, pain or anything in the leg. But the child 
felt nothing and how can the little kid who was a 
devotee of Baba at such young age feel pain. Baba 
the ever-loving mother took care of this little child 
making even the scorpion forget its nature.

When they discussed about their plan to visit 
temple, they thought they should not take Rahul as 
it was di cult to carry him and walk to the temple. 
So, they wanted to leave him at rst but when they 
saw how Baba protected the little kid they changed 
their mind and took the boy along with them. e 
child walked all the way to the temple from the Bus 
Stop without fatigue. ey all prayed and thanked 
Baba for saving this adorable kid. Swami Sai Sharan 
Anandji says 'Baba's help comes to him who merely 
seeks His help sincerely. ough there cannot be 
degrees of sincerity, yet Baba's response to the 
devotee's call for help is as eager, as ardent and as 
urgent as the devotee's call itself'.

By Nikitha, Source: Sai Prabha Telugu January 1989
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1) On which holy day did Sai Baba give up his 
mortal coil?

 a) Krishnashtami b) Dasara

 c) Ramnavami d) Holi

2) Who performed arati to Shri Sai Baba by 
standing on one leg?

 a) Megha b) Bapusaheb Jog

 c) Mhalsapathy d) Tatya Saheb Noolkar

3) Who lost his horse mare and was upset until Sai 
Baba helped him nd it?

 a) Abdul Baba b)  Bade Baba

 c) Chand Patil d) Mhalsapathy

4)  In which state is Shirdi town located?

 a) Madhya Pradesh b) Maharashtra

 c) Mumbai d) Karnataka

5) Shri Sai Baba's arm was injured when He saved 
a child who was about to slip in a furnace. Who 
used to dress the burnt arm?

 a) Abdul Baba b) Bade Baba

 c) Bhagoji Shinde d) Bala Shimpi

6)  Which leela inspired Hemadpant to write Shri 
Sai Satcharitra?

 a) Baba sleeping on a plank

 b) Grinding wheat

 c) Lamps leela

 d) Baba returning from Samadhi after 72hrs

7) Who was the person who gave the name Sai to 
the young fakir who was later came to be called 
Sai Baba?

 a) Kaka Saheb Dixit b) Mhalsapathy

 c) Hemadripanth d) Radhakrishna Mayi

8) Who used to feed Sai Baba by going into the 
jungles?

 a) Bayajabai b) Laxmibai

 c) Radhakrishna mayi d) Tatya

9) What is the place of Sai Baba's guru called?

 a) Chavadi b) Dwarkamai

 c) Lendi Bagh d) Gurustan

10) What is the holy book of Sai Baba called?

 a) Sai Satcharitra b) Bhagavat Gita

 c) Bible d) Koran

Hello dear Kids,

is is Sameera aunty. Do you know that Baba loved children and used to tell 
them stories and give them sweetmeats?  Test your knowledge on our Sai Baba with 
this quiz. is quiz is based on Sai Satcharitra which is the holy book of Sai Baba.

Quiz-1
Answers: 1-B, 2-A, 3-C, 4-B, 5-C, 6-B, 7-B, 8-A, 9-D, 10-A 
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Sai Baba's Love for Children

Sai loved children a lot. ough there are not many leelas in Sai 
Satcharitra regarding Baba's love for Children, we can read many 
such leelas in Life of Sai Baba, Devotees Experience of Sai Baba and 
also from Sai Leela Masik. Here is one such story as to how Sai Loved 
children.

Shankar Haribhau Chaubal was born on 13-8-1910 in Dhanu 
( ane district). He was the son of Haribhau V. Chaubal. He met 
Baba when his father stayed in Shirdi for long periods of time. He 
was too young to remember the rst stay there but he vividly 
remembers the second stay in 1917 when he was 7 years old. After 
Kakad Arati his mother would go home and prepare Zunka Bhakari 
for Baba every day as he would come to take Bhiksha daily from their 
home. e children would ght amongst themselves as to who 
would give Bhiksha to Baba. His mother solved the issue by making 
each child take turns. Shankar would run to the Dwarka Mai before 
Baba arrived from his rounds and wait there. Baba would pick him 
up and seat him on his lap for some time, cuddle him and often times 
wipe his nose. Baba would give him delicious food that he had 
received, the tell him to go and play.

Once Shama called Shankar and said in a stern voice, Boy you are 
very dirty so from tomorrow don't stand next to the railing as Baba 
picks you up and has to wipe your nose. e next day Shankar did go 
to the Dwarka Mai but quietly sat in the Sabha Mandap, Baba sent a 
devotee to fetch him but he refused to go as Shama was next to Baba. 

e devotee was sent again by Baba, and when he refused, the 
devotee picked him up and brought him to Baba. Baba sat him on his 
lap and in a gentle voice said, Bhau are you angry with me today? 
Why are you sitting so far away  en Shankar told him what Shama 
had said. Arre Shymia just as you are my child so is Bhau. If I don't 
take of my children who will? So don't be angry with him  and 
paci ed Shama. Since then Shama didn't object to Shankar's going 
to Baba.

Source: Sai Leela, May 1986

If I Don't Take Care
of My Children Who Will?

ASSURANCE
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REVERENCE

T he Guru Disciple relationship is eternal. 
e Guru is omnipresent. His guidance, 

his blessings, his teachings uplift the 
devotee not only for the brief period he dwells on earth, 
but forever! e consciousness of the true Guru is 
eternal, always wakeful, and attuned. It is not 
interrupted by the opening and closing doors of life and 
death. Shri Sai Baba was such a great Guru who had 
blessed Shri Nanasaheb Nimonkar, Chandorkar, 
Dabholkar, Rasane, he instructed Shri Nanasaheb 
Nimonkar (Deshpande) to hoist a ag on Dwarkamai on 
the auspicious day of Ramnavamee. e devoted disciple 
Nanasaheb and his family followed Shri Sai Baba's 
command with great love and devotion during the last 
hundred years. e tradition is going on till today in the 
present time. He commanded Shri Rasane also to hoist 
the ag on Dwarkamai.

Shri Sai means, All pervading, Omnipresent God!  
Shri Sai established the true equality of religions. He 
spent his whole life in uniting the Hindu-Muslims. ''Sab 
ka Malik ek'' was his principle. He devoted his whole life 
to bring them together. It is the duty of every true 
devotee of Shri Sai Baba to follow this ideal message in 
life.

Shri Sai is the ocean of love, sympathy and 
compassion. His glittering eyes shower the blessings and 
love on his devotees, Sai Baba ful lled desires of all 
devotees as per their belief and faith. e faith and 
patience are the two rupees . ey are the valuable 
golden coins for every true worshiper of Sai Baba. is is 
the most auspicious Mahamantra of Sai Baba.

Today we read the news and are attracted to the titles 
such as ''A Huge ood of devotees in Shirdi,'' Lakhs of 
devotees gathered in Shirdi on Guru-Poornima day . 
What is the signi cance of such news? Why do 
thousands of people rush to Shirdi every year? What do 
they want? Wealth? Fame? Name? Ful llment of 
material desires? e modern man is under the 

tremendous tension of problems in spite of all the 
prosperity and richness in life. He gets everything except 
true love and the satisfaction in life. He is running to Shri 
Sai only to get this valuable peace, mental and love. Sai 
Baba's unconditional love is the true source of genuine 
happiness and everlasting peace. A true devotee will get 
true happiness of life only through the genuine worship 
of Shri Sai. Shri Sai will bless him with real spiritual 
wealth if he surrenders to Sai with all his heart.

Shri Sai Baba knew thoughts of his devotees very 
well. His divine existence lled each and every cell of the 
true devotee. His eyes used to speak a lot and convey his 
message. He knew the devotee's past, present and future 
very well. He never gave a Guru-mantra in the traditional 
sense to anyone. Baba spoke only a few words as 
required, he used direct and plain words only when the 
occasion required. His language was cryptic, symbolical, 

hri
ai

The Great
Spiritual
Master

Nanasaheb Nimonkar
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full of parable, allegories and metaphors. His speech had 
to be decoded with the assistance of those who were close 
to him and familiar with his words.

My grandfather Late Shri Somnath Shankar 
Deshpande used to tell us lots of stories of his own 
experiences at Shirdi with Sai Baba. Baba used to demand 
Dakshina from him whenever he visited Sai Baba. Once 
Somnath said to him ''Baba you take Dakshina from me 
and give to other people, your devotees . But you never 
gave me a single rupee as your blessing so far. You also 
rob my coins. What does it all mean? Baba replied, ''Hey 
Somnya, listen very well! You are a Landlord. You will 
give money to the fakir like me. Dekh, fakir ka paisa 
kabhi nahi lena. Vaha paisa tumhara bhala nahi karega. 
Tum fakir ko paisa dega, jo mila usme khush rahana (You 
are a Landlord. So, you will give money to the fakir, like 
me. If you expect money from me, it will not be bene cial 
to you. It will not bring good results, try to be happy with 
what you get and donate money to the poor fakir like 
me). Baba's words were signi cant. W hen my 
grandfather used to return to Pune, there was an 
increase in his salary. Sai pointed out the importance of 
devotion and love to my grandfather more than money. 
Sai's blessings proved to be more valuable in his future.

As a good astrologer, my grandfather studied the 
marks and signs on the hands and feet of Sai Baba and 
was convinced that Baba was a genuine yogi. My father 
Shri Gopalrao had seen Baba in his childhood. He used to 
sit on Sai's lap and enjoy sweets given by Shri Sai is as 

e Prasad!

Das Ganu

My great grandfather Nanasaheb Nimonkar and 
Chandorkar used to receive spiritual guidance from Sai 
Baba quite often. Shri Das Ganu Maharaj has described a 

wonderful event in his book on Sai Baba known as, 
''Arvachin bhaktaand Sai Leelamrut''. Once these two 
devotees went to Baba, bowed at his feet and expressed 
their feelings of agony, depression and troubles rising 
out of the mundane life. ey requested Baba to liberate 
them from such worldly, futile responsibilities forever! 
Baba laughed and said, So long as you exist in this world 
physically, you have limitations of it. You are bounded by 
certain duties, feelings, and emotions. at is true. But 
you cannot achieve true liberation and reach God unless 
you ful l these responsibilities. No one can go to God by 
avoiding them. Not even me. I am also caught in this web. 
I am also engulfed in this Sansar (the worldly life). Do you 
want to know it's real nature? Your feelings, your 
emotions, attachment to the family, su erings, sacri ces 
and your duties cannot be thrown away so easily. Because 
they are your creations. It is the result of your own 
Kriyaman, Prarabdha and Sanchit,  that you have 

acquired from your many past lives. Unless you repay 
that debt, you cannot reach God. You have to live with it 
and make an end of it by experiencing it. Guru will help 
you. Guide you with his blessings to get moral courage 
and strength of the mind''.

What a wonderful message Sai gave to them in these 
words. e wheel of life and death leads to sorrow but it 
also gives you an opportunity to learn, to purify, to 
become perfect to improve yourself. Do not run after 
illusions. Try to be realistic. Be patient and have faith in 
God. is Shraddha and Saburi (devotion and patience) 
will give you the true liberation''

As a noble Sadguru, Shri Baba's guidance will guide 
and save the lives of thousands of devotees in future. I 
bow and surrender to his feet with all my heart and o er 
my respect and love to my great Master Sai.

By Late Prof. Hemalata Sudhakar Joshi
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I f read or studied Shri Sai Satcharitra sails 
you across the di culties of this and 
future lives to come too. Life like 

portraits, an idol which comes alive when you put 
your heart in it, photograph's equal to real self. All of 
this is conferred on us by our God Guru for a small 
price of Shraddha (Dedication) and Saburi (Patience). 
Govind Raghunath Dhabholkar or Hemadripanth 
wanted to pen down the enigmatic happenings of 
Shri Sai Baba. When asked for permission to write the 
book Sai Baba said, Let him make a collection of 
stories and experiences, keep notes and memos; I will 
help him. He is only an outward instrument. I should 
write Myself My autobiography and satisfy the wishes 
of My devotees. He should get rid of his ego, place (or 
surrender) it at My feet. He who acts like this in life, 
him I help the most. What of My life-stories? I serve 
him in his house in all possible ways. When his ego is 
annihilated and there is left no trace of it, I Myself shall 
enter into him and shall Myself write My own life. 
Hearing my stories and teachings will create faith in 
devotees' hearts and they will easily get self-
realization and Bliss; let there be no insistence on 
establishing one's own view, no attempt to refute 
other's opinions, no discussions of pros and cons of 
any subject." Thus came the sacred book of Sai 
Devotees Shri Sai Satcharitra which rst started as a 
serial in Sai Leela Masik in April 1923 and completed in 
the month of Jeshtha of 1929 (Jeshtha is the third 
month of Hindu Calender and usually falls during May 
and June). But in Chapter 52, the Avantarnika i.e., Table 
of Contents or review was not found. Therefore, Shri 
Balkrishna Dev wrote it and Chapter 53 was thus 

thadded. Shri Dhabholkar passed away on 15  July 1929 
and Shri Sai Satcharitra was printed in a book form on 

th26  November 1930, and was rst published by 
Ramchandra Atmaram Tarkhad and the rights were 
vested in the Sansthan.

Shri Sai Satcharitra, Shri Sai Baba's Portrait in Dwarakamai,
Shri Sai Baba Photographs, Shri Sai Baba Idol

All are equal to Shri Sai Baba 
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Life History
Sai Baba's Fame

Rare is the man in this country who does not know Sai 
Baba. Ever since his advent in Shirdi in the year 1838, he 
has been giving all sorts of experiences physical, 
hygienic, moral and spiritual etc., to many people during 
his life time, and even after Samadhi many people are 
getting similar experiences and more as predicted by 
him. From this it seems that Sai Baba is more ALIVE than 
when he was living and therefore his fame is spreading 
throughout the country and his devotees are increasing 
day by day. ey are all anxious to read his Leelas 
(experiences) and know more about his life and 
everything about him.

Baba's Birth, Birth Place, parents

But we are all fortunate in the respect for no one knew 
or knows about his birth, birth place and parents etc. No 
one has yet de nitely known where Baba was born, in 
whose family and who his parents were. Many devotees 
used to ask Baba questions about these things, and they 
never got straight replies to them. When pressed too 
much, Baba said, that he came from Aaurangabad and 
that he was in his Mama's house and his name was 
Nasatya. Once he was examined on commission in a 
criminal case of the Dhulia Magistrates court and then 
Sai Baba said that they call him Sai Baba, that his guru 
was Venkusa, his creed or religion was Kabir, and his 
caste or race was Parvardigar (God) and gave other 
evasive replies.

Chief of the Nath Panchayatan

It is said that few centuries ago, there was a 
Daspanchayatam (groups of ve saints) consisting of 
Samarth Ramdas, Jayaramswami, Ranganathswami, 
Keshavaswami and Anandamurthi. Similarly, it is said 

of Sai Baba

Sri Nagesh Vasudev Gunaji (1873-1963)
Author of First Three Editions of

Shri Sai Satcharita in English
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that there was Nath Panchayatan in these days, 
consisting of Madhavnath, Shri Sadguru Sainath, 
Dhundiraj Palsuji, Gajananmaharaj of Shegaum and 
Gopaldas (Narsing Maharaj) of Nasik and they all worked 
together by inner control or force (vide Madhavnath 
Dipprakash 22-109, 110). Mr. Suman Sundar has also 
written about this in Sai Leela Vol 19. No7-9, wherein he 
says that Sai Nath (Baba) had great respect in this 
Panchayatnan and was referred to as Triloknath and 
Kohinoor by Madhavnath.

Choice of Shirdi

To some, why Baba chose Shirdi which was a small 
hamlet of Rahata, District Ahmednagar for his residence 
was a problem but thinking a little closely we nd that 
this was no problem at all. Baba described his Guru as 
follows: - He brought me up. ere was no dearth of food 
and clothing. He was full of love, nay He was love 
incarnate. He loved me most. Rare is a Guru like him. He 
was my sole refuge; my mind was always xed on him 

Sai Baba in Sitting Posture in Dwarakamai
e portrait in e Dwarakamai is an oil painting by the famous painter Shyamrao Jaykar. 

Moreshwar Pradhan had brought Jayakar to Shirdi and requested him to make two portraits of 
Baba. After Jaykar met Baba he on his own accord made more than two paintings, at Baba's 
bidding.Jayker got rare honour of painting three portraits of Sai Baba by making him sit in front 
of him.  e Dwarkamai painting was received by the Sansthan, and after Baba's Mahasamadhi, 
was installed in the very place where Baba sat, serving to assist or augment the devotion of 
numerous people who go, look and pay reverence to it.

(P.98 Sai Satcharitra).  From this it is clear the 
extraordinary love Baba had for his Guru. It seems that 
the incognito period of his life was spent with his Guru 

th thpracticing tapas and then in 16  or 17  year. He commen-
ced making enquiries about the whereabouts of his Guru 
or his Samadhi and then in that search, he came to Shirdi 
when he was observed by the mother of Nana Chopdar. 
She said that this young lad (Baba) fair, smart and very 
handsome was rst seen under the Neem tree (vide 
Satcharitra Chapter IV) in front of Sathe wada. ere 
Baba lived for some time and left Shirdi and again came 
there after 3 or 4 years with Chand Patil's marriage party 
and lived there (at his Guru's Padukas) till his Samadhi.

After his second advent in Shirdi with Chand Patil's 
marriage party, Baba lived in the lime light with men and 
women devotees, o cers and all people, and his later life 
is known to all. It is also thereafter very well described by 
the Sai Satcharitra and Sai Leela Magazine. erefore no 
detailed description of the same is necessary.

By N.V. GUNAJI
(Adopted from rst Edition of Shri Sai Satcharitra - English)
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Sai Baba provided food

Once I was traveling in the hot sun in Trunk Road 
about 23 miles away from Madras. I was hungry since I 
did not eat and my thought went to Sai Baba. I had blind 
faith in him and was carrying the book Devotees 
Experience Part I with me. I came across a village on way 
and met the villagers who at once provided sumptuous 
meals in one of the houses. e owner of the house 
invited me to stay for the night too. But I took leave of 
him and left the place with the object of reaching 
Kanjeevaram, about 16 miles from that place. I was 
walking from morning 6 am to 12 noon. And again I 
resumed my journey at 3 PM. With faith in Baba I slowly 
walked on about 10 miles. Here I came across the place 
where I should leave the main trunk road and take a 
narrow foot path to Kanjeevaram. It was 6 PM and I did 
not know the route. I walked for some distance in the 
beginning hoping to nd any person to direct me on to 

Experiences
from Sai Sudha Magazine July 1941

the right path. I prayed to Sai Baba and walked ahead for 
a while. en I perceived a person (It must have been Sai 
Baba) walking ahead of me at a very great distance. 
Somehow I managed to catch him by walking briskly. I 
was quite tired walking for about 25 miles that day. On 
account of him the stranger I was able to reach 
Kanjeevaram. I had no relations in Kanjeevaram and I 
was a total stranger.

I mentioned to the person, that there was a friend of 
mine who was staying there for summer belonging to a 
family from Karachi. At once he located his house and I 
was taken to my friend. Unless that guide is Baba, who 
can nd a person, if merely told that the person was a boy 
of 17 years staying in his uncle's house and that uncle was 
a man from Karachi, without giving names in the city, 
like Kanjeevaram?

But for this mysterious person's help I would have 
stopped that night somewhere in a grove in the food path 
without food etc, leading to endless su ering. Baba is so 
kind that he cannot bear to see his children su ering. 

By Shri D Kalyan Sundaram
Trevelyn Basin Street, Madras

I am the slave of those who 
hunger and thirst after me 
and treat everything else as 
unimportant

Experience of a North Indian Judge

In August 1916, I lost my rst son aged two years. 
When the child was in the womb and when my wife and I 
went for His Darshan Sai Baba said, ' You have one of my 
gifts with you'. Later, when we took the child, Baba 
caressed it and said, "is he mine or yours?'

EXPERIENCES
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'Yours' I replied.

Baba then said. 'Keep him with you, as a charge from 
me.' A year and half later, the child got pneumonia and 
just when the doctors thought the danger was over, he 
started sinking. I took the child to the prayer room and 
prayed to Baba that since the child was his, he may take it 
away and give the soul a rest in him, and that having 
given it, its worldly existence, I would undertake the 
responsibility for its 'Karma'. I put my palm on the head 
of the child. ere was a smile on the face, a last gasp; and 
the crown of the head was drawn in with a hiss - the child 
going in the real way like a yogi.

A couple of months later I was at Shirdi. One 
afternoon Baba pointing to me asked. "Who is he and 
where does he live? People who knew me gave my name 
and mentioned the place where I lived. "You are wrong" 
said Sai Baba. "He is always here and I am with him."

Has he any children? asked Baba next. e reply by 
others was that my child had died recently. "Dead!" Baba 
said "No I shall tell you what happened. e child was 
mine and this man (pointing to me) agreed to keep it. 
One day, he said, "You keep him with you and I shall take 
up his 'Karma'. I took him and kept him here (pointing to 
his heart) and he shall be there eternally.

Be contented and cheerful 
with what comes

Faith makes life easy

Sai Baba induced faith in us by making our paths easy 
and giving us feeling of security. His presence makes one 
feel relaxed. Since ve months I have come in touch with 
the name of 'Shri Sai Baba.' In my humble way, I am 
worshipping him. He inspires from the Tomb his 
devotees and guides them. One has to understand him as 
being within him such thought makes one feel divine in 

th,self. On May 13  1941, I had been to Madras with a 
friend of mine well versed in Sastras. [i] We both planned 
a trip to Tirumala and planned to climb the seven hills on 

thfoot. On 14  May 1941 my friend had high fever and 
feared lest he should not ascend the seven hills. At that 
time, I gave him 'Sai Baba Udi' with faith to pacify him 
and prayed to Baba and Lord Venkateshwara. My friend 
was requested by me to have faith on Baba's Udi. We 
climbed the hills by grace of Shri Sai Baba and Lord 
Venkateshwara. is incident made my friend also a Sai 
Baba devotee and he too started praying to Baba.

I had been to Holy Shirdi during the last week of May, 
worshipped the Tomb of Sai Baba. For two days, I 

observed fasting living on milk and buttermilk. One 
night I saw 'Sai Baba' drinking only a cup of milk, the love 
of Sai Baba for his devotees marks this dream of mine. I 
had an intimate talk with Shri Abdul Baba and Sagun 
Meru Naik both who were blessed to be with Baba during 
his physical presence in Shirdi.  ey narrated to me 
many incidents during Sai Baba's period which 
con rmed my belief on the great spiritual powers of Shri 
Sai Baba.

By G. Jagannathan
BA LLB Pleader, Tenali

 
Why fear when I am here?

I tested Baba's word

In December 1940, my daughter brought home 
Baba's photo. My children made it a ritual to worship 
Baba with owers and sweets. For kids, it was like a 
hobby for the sake of eating sweets every day. However, 
for me I was apprehensive and watched every incident in 
our life keenly only to con rm if Baba kept up his word as 
said in his Charters. e presence of Baba through his 
photo was strong my daughter got married without 
di culty. My son who was asthmatic, in poor health 
condition for the last 12 years passed his school exam. I 
tried all kind of medicines for him without much e ect 
on his health condition. I prayed to Sai Baba to give more 
energy to my son and continue to shower his grace upon 
us.

Shri S.B. Kesaviah staunch devotee of Baba came to 
thour home on 7  April 1941. He performed puja[i] and 

gave my son Udi[ii] of Baba. My son recovered and is able 
to take food three times a day and has grown to be a 
young energetic youth.  Now our family relation with 
Baba has become a bond and we started doing puja 
regularly

My faith in Baba increased leaps and bounds I have 
begun to concentrate upon him for half an hour daily. I 
have improved mentally and physically my chronic 
Rheumatic ailment was healed. e relief that he gives is 
certainly a miracle which acts upon devotees.

By B. Krishna Rao, 
Clerk Sub Register O ce, Penukonda

 

ose who think that
Baba is only in Shirdi have
totally failed to know me
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Her view was shared by several others and we are now 
performing regular worship at the tree. Some of our 
neighbors also do so. Sai Baba can appear anywhere in 
any form as long as any of his devotees wish it to. 

Gradually the gure faded and is not as clear as it used 
to be. I shall be watching it to be clear again and perhaps, 
who knows, one day, he may desire that it should be 
known that he has blessed our neighborhood with his 
visit in spirit, if not in form.

I shall not then delay to take a photo for the bene t 
and encouragement of his devotees in other parts of our 
country.

I wish to assure you that he has shown me his grace in 
many other ways and I am now in a more contented 
frame of mind than I have ever been before.

I wish that you receive his help and his mercy every 
moment of our life.

A Devotee from Kemmendine, Rangoon
th27  May 1941

Sai Baba Sitting on Stone in the Sabha Mandap of Dwarakamai
D. D. Neroy was a great devotee of Sai Baba. He visited Shirdi many times as a young lad and had the grace and 

blessings of SAINATH at Shirdi in 1918. He was in the block printing business and has distributed Sai Baba sitting on 
Stone photo with the title If you look to Me I look to you . is photo of Sai Baba is very famous. He was also devoted to 
Kamu Baba (a saint at Girgaum, Mumbai). He got this portrait of Sai Baba sitting on the stone made and mounted it in 
on a frame and o ered it to his Guru. Kamu Baba appreciated the portrait and the kind gesture, but he refused to accept 
it. He told D. D. Neroy to take it to Shirdi, and place it in the Sabhamandap of the Dwarakamai. Dejected he sat at his 
Guru's feet and said it took me three years to make this portrait and one and a half months to get it framed. Never 
mind the expense, now you reject it? . To this, Kamu Baba calmly said, It is not a question of rejecting it, but a keen 
desire that you take it to Shirdi and place it where thousands upon thousands of devotees will have the bene t of 
praying to it . us, this portrait came to be installed in the Sabhamandap of the Dwarakamai.

"I am formless and everywhere"
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e shortest Leela ever written

Recently our ship was hit and damaged by enemy 
Bombers, in Middle east. What a Wonder. e 
magic spell of Shri Sai Baba's presence saved us all. 
NO Casualty, not a drop of blood.

thA Colonel, 27  June 1941

I am in everything and 
beyond. I ll all space

See me everywhere

e devout and staunch see God in every being and 
every place. is kind of faith develops them to be more 
evolved in good life. When a bark from a tree in our 
compound fell o  and exposed the tree stem Ammu saw 
the gure on the tree resembled rather vaguely Shri Sai 
Baba.



W ould you meet Him at the door with arms 
outstretched in welcome?

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him 
in?

Or hide some magazines, and put 'SAI SATCHARITA' where 
they'd been?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some Sai-bhajan 
books out?

Could you let Sainath walk right in, or would you rush about?

And I wonder  if Sai spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing the things you always do?

Would you go right on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would you take Sainath with you everywhere you'd planned 
to go?

Or would you change your plans for a day or two?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest 
friends?

Or would you hope they stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?

Or would you sign with great relief when He at last was gone?

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do,

If Lord Sainath came in person to spend some time with you.

By: Dr. G.R. Vijayakumar

If He Came
to Your House....?

Sai Baba's Statue in Samadhi Mandir

Balaji Vasant Talim alias Bhausaheb Talim of Mumbai, the sculptor was the blessed 
person chosen for the job. Hence these are not the material forms they represent 

but Shri Sai Baba himself and many an enigmatic experiences proved thus.  e imposing 
Marble statue of Shri Sai Baba in the Samadhi mandir is made of Italian marble from the Karaka mine in Italy and costed 

thRupees. 22,000 in 1954. e beautiful statue was installed on 7  October 1954 by Swami Sai Sharanandaji and a great 
devotee of Sai Baba. Shri Keshav Balvant Gawankar was the President of the Shirdi Sansthan. is statue replaced the 
old photograph which used to occupy the place of the statue before its installation.

Before the statue was sculpted, Talim had some di culties in that as he had not seen Baba in esh, he could not 
make a proper outline of Baba's face and how he looked. One morning as Talim was about to open his shop and go inside, 
Baba appeared physically before him with a smiling face. So stunned was Talim that he fainted. It was only when his 
neighbors rushed and restored his consciousness he realized he had a Sakshatkara (manifestation of God). e 
Sakshatkara was momentary however, the face of Baba was rmly implanted in the mind of Shri Talim and accordingly 
he sculpted the statue which is by all accounts a masterpiece.

POEM
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M ost of us who have visited Shirdi would have de nitely 
seen Lendi Baugh, one of its pilgrimage spots. is was 
the place where Shri Sai Baba in  lifetime daily spent his

an hour or two in solitude. Other than Abdul Baba, none accompanied Shri 
Sai to Lendi.

Amongst the various tombs of intimate devotees of Baba, situated in 
Lendi Baugh, we come across a tomb of Baba's pet horse SHYAMKARNA.

A horse merchant named Kasam, was distraught because his mare 
remained issueless for a long time. Hearing Baba's fame, he visited Shirdi 
in 1912 with his issueless mare and prayed to Shri Sai to bless his mare with 
an issue. He also vowed that he would gift the rst born to Sai Baba. Sai 
Baba blessed the mare by applying udi on her forehead and then made her 
drink udi water.

By the grace of Shri Sai, the mare had a series of issues. So Kasam, as 
vowed, brought the rst- born foal to Sai Baba. Sai Baba named the horse 
SHYAMKARNA, as his body was brown while his ears were black. e horse 
loved Sai Baba and Sai Baba too reciprocated. Nanasaheb Khasgiwale of 
Shirdi was entrusted to look after this house and he also taught him to bow 
before Sai Baba.

e horse was initially housed in the room situated on the eastern side 
of the Dwarkamai now called Shyamsunder Hall. Later on, a horse shed 

was constructed with a donation of 
Rs.500/- which was received from Mrs. 
Sakharam Aurangabadkar.

During every Arati, Shyamkarna 
would stand in Dwarkamai Sabha 
Mandap and wait for the Arati to start. 
When the Arati commenced, it danced 
merrily keeping beat with the tiny bells 
tied to his feet. After every Arati, it would 
climb the steps of Dwarkamai and bow to 
Baba. Baba blessed him by applying udi to 
his forehead after which all other bhaktas 
received udi and Prasad.

During the Chavadi procession days, 
Shyamkarna was fully decorated with a 

In Life and
in Death too...

ARTICLE
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necklace of beads, leg rings and beautiful cloth for his 
tail. It was worth seeing this horse as he danced all the 
way to the Chavadi leading the procession. Once Sai Baba 
entered the Chavadi, he stood outside facing Him.

It was Nana Chandorkar who employed a servant 
'Nanasaheb Khasgiwale' to look after Shyamkarana, Shri 
Sai Baba's love for the living beings was not super cial. 
Many incidents proved this time and again many a times 
Sai Baba told  devotees not to merely treat animals his
without compassion but to see and feel Sainath himself 
in all living beings. Likewise, He instructed Khasgiwale 
to treat Shyamkarna as  child and not merely like an his
animal. One day Shyamkarna refused to eat and 
Khasgiwale was annoyed. He tried his best to pursue but 
Shyamkana refused to obey. He lost his patience and hit 
Shyamakarna with a stick. Although this incident took 
place away from Dwarkamai Sai Baba suddenly 
exclaimed in pain, Oh they are killing that horse! Go 
quickly and fetch him'!  Upon seeing Khasgiwale Baba 
asked angrily 'why are you hitting me with such big 
stick?' Khasgiwale was puzzled until Sai Baba lifted  his
Kafni and showed him livid marks on  body. Devotees his
sitting in Dwarkamai were astonished to see marks of 
beating on Sai Baba's body. ey looked at the care taker 
for explanation and knew that he did not come to 
Dwarkamai that day. Khesgiwale realized that every time 
he hit the horse the a ect was on Sai Baba. Enthralled at 
the happenings Khesgiwale fell at Sai Baba's feet, asked 
for pardon and promised never to repeat the same. e 
devotees present considered this as Baba's leela to prove 
that he was present in all living beings. Mother can feel 
and sense the pain of her child but Sai mother took the 
pain of  children. Truly how caring Baba is!his

After Sai Babas Mahasamadhi, Shyamkarna would 
daily visit Samadhi Mandir and would stand there for 
some time in silence with tears tricking down his face. He 
however continued to attend the daily Aratis and also 
took part in the Chavadi procession.

One devotee of Baba Shri  Vittal  Yeshwant 
Deshpande, (Dadar Mumba) interviewed by Shri M.S. 
Gholap for Sai Leela Magazine (Saileela Feb 1982) gave 
these details about Shyamkarna

'I will never forget in my life one scene that I saw in 
Shirdi. Baba had one horse name Shyamkarna and at the 
time of Arati, majestically clad Shyamkarna  used to 
stand outside Dwarkamai. e wonder of wonders was 

that till the end of the Arati he used to 
stand mute and motionless. Some 
devotees said that during the Arati they 
had the rare chance to witness some 
peculiar movement of his lips as if he was 
silently uttering something. At the end 
of the Arati when the Chopdar (a person 
attired in a way which distinguishes him 
from other watchmen and who performs 
special duties in a place of worship) 
i n t o n e d  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  w o r d s , 
Shyamkarna used to fold up his front 
legs and reverentially touch the oor of 
the Dwarkamai with his forehead.

is beloved horse passed away in the 
year 1945 and he was entombed in lendi. 

us Shyamakarna shared his life and in 
death too is near Sai Baba.
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In the Dwarkamai, an idol of Shyamkarna has been 
installed on the left of Baba's sitting stone. e donor of 
this idol was Balasaheb Shulthe of Shirdi. In lendi baugh 
Mr.K.M alias Appasaheb Vartak a well-known Auditor of 
big rms in Mumbai and other places made a gift of a 
Bronze statue of Shri Sai Baba's favourite horse 
Shyamkarna to the shrine of Shri Sansthan and the same 
is installed on a nice raised platform near the well. It is a 
very beautiful statue the work of a well-known artist 
from Mumbai, Mr.Kamath. e platform and the statue 
together costs about Rs.2000 and the expenses were 
borne by Mr.Vartak.

Sai Baba said to Mrs Tarkhad, Mother, you have fed 
me sumptuously up to my throat. My a icted pranas 
(life-forces) have been satis ed. Always act like this, and 
this will stand you in good stead. Sitting in this Masjid I 
shall never, never speak untruth. Take pity on me like 
this. First give bread to the hungry, and then eat yourself. 
Note this well.  (Chapter IX - Shri Sai Satcharitra)

(Source Life of Sai Baba, Devotees experience of Sai Baba by 
B.V. Narasimha Swamy, Shri Sai Satcharitra)

contributed by Sandhya Udtha

W hile sculpting the statue Baba 
appeared, this time in a dream to 

Talim and clearly told him that his marble 
statue would be the last that Talim was to 
sculpt and no more. So, he gave up his 
activity after the completion of the statue of 
Baba in the Samadhi mandir and entrusted 
his work to his son.

As one continues to gaze at Baba's statue 
in the Samadhi mandir, one feels that Sai 
Baba is still alive and sitting and smiling or 
getting angry or agitated depending on the 
devotees' mood. e dictum of the aarti 
demands that there be an idol or some form 
of worship. As human being has got a form 
(body, senses, etc.), it is natural and easy for 
him to worship the God with form. Our love 
and devotion do not develop unless we 
worship Sagun Brahman for a certain period 
of time, and as we advance; it leads us to the 
worship (meditation) of Nirgun Brahman.
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V ishnu Sahasranama su ered neglect with the rise and spread 
of Buddhism. It was relegated into the limbo of time. In the 
interregnum that followed, there was none so enlightened as 

to match the impeccable genius of Vyasa Maharshi to interpret the 
limitless expanse of philosophy contained in it. After a lapse of what 
looked like eons of time it was Shri Shankaracharya, the mighty torch-
bearer of the revival of Hinduism, to lift it out from the requiem of neglect 
and put it back on the fore front, with his monumental commentary 
known as Shankara Bhashya.

e Sahasranama belongs to one and all just as Shri Sai-Baba belongs to 
men of all religions, castes and creeds. Probably because of these 
characteristics, Shri Sai Baba recommended the Sahasranama to 
everybody. It does not accept any sectarian conceptions. Its application 
and outlook are universal and catholic. All schools of believers nd shelter 
in the Sahasranama. e philosophy of Sahasranama is so complete and 
exhaustive that it does not discard the atheist, non-Hindu and the non-
believer. For them 'Sunya' stands out in bold relief. 

As a form of literary expression and excellence, Sahasranama are 
peculiar to Sanskrit. No doubt it is a very di cult vehicle of portrayal 
where no elbow room is allowed for the elaboration of ideas on the 
di erent philosophical treatises, juxtaposed as they are, in a mere 
thousand names. It gives a subtle, bubbling thematic idea and the rest is 
left to the fertility of the mind to interpret and elaborate on it. For this 
reason, the layman should not think that the Sahasranama is a mere 
haphazard jumble of names. On the contrary, it is a perfect visualisation of 
a continuous stream of thought, arranged in proper sequence, one word 
being chained to the other, explaining and complementing the other. 
Remove one word, the chain is broken of meaning and syntax. A whole 
gamut of philosophy is etched in those supposed mazes of words. In fact, 
there is no wisdom on earth which is not contained in the Sahasranama. 

ere is no problem a study of which it does not solve.

It is a tribute to the infallible genius of Vyasa that the seemingly 
divergent names of the Lord have been picked and arranged in such logical 
conversational sequence to condense a great philosophy of many-sided 
interpretations in a mere thousand words. In bringing out the Truth with 

Vishnu Sahasranama
The Thousand - Beaded Resplendency

ARTICLE
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such clarity and precision, its value is so priceless that in 
Bhaja Govindam, Shankara exhorts his disciples that the 
Gita and Sahasranama should always be sung. 'Geyam 
Gita Namasahasram' 

Sahasranama occurs in Chapter 149 of the 
Anushasanika Parva of the World's largest epic, 
Mahabharata, It consists of 141 slokas in a phalanx 
containing 13, coming in front as introductory and 
invocative of the Presiding Deity, and 22 at the end as 
Phalashruti. e main Sahasranama consists of 107 
slokas containing the thousand names of the Lord. In 
some renderings, it exceeds the thousand by a few more. 
It is their contention that Sahasra in Sanskrit re nement 
means myriad and not con ned to the numerical 1000.

Because of the Anushtup Chanda (metre) in which 
the Sahasra-nama is set, the poetic rendering takes on a 
di cult narrow de le and, therefore, for purposes of 
expressive projection of ideas and themes, it takes 
recourse necessarily to repetition of words (Punaruktbi) 
sometimes three and even four times also. Of the 
thousand names therefore there are as many as 84 words 
which come twice, thrice and four times.

Sahasranama is a sovereign philosophy for the way of 
life, a princely secret for the deliverance of man and a 
supreme puri er of mind and vasanas. It is an eternal 
code which accords with Dharma and whose qualities can 
be perceived by direct experience. In essence the entire 
sub-stratum of the Sahasranama is lled with the pivotal 
subject of Dharma. It fathoms out the fact that Dharma 
is the SUMMUM BONUM of the life's objective of living. 

e birth of Sahasranama is based on six questions put 
on the di erent aspects of Dharma. e questioner is 
Dharma-putra (Yudhishtira). e questioned is 
Dharmapala (Bhishma), e question is on Dharma. e 
discourse is presided over by Dharmadhyaksha (Lord 
Krishna). It is delivered on the soil of Dharmakshetra 
(life's battle). Dharma takes precedence in the answer 
and the conclusion is on Dharma. e subject of Dharma 
is therefore the CAUSE CELEBRE in the Sahasranama as 
the unexcelled and the nal goal. It is, therefore, no 
exaggeration if it is extolled by all as the king of 
Sahasranamas. Unlike all other Sahasranamas, when it is 
merely referred to as Sahasranama it is understood as 
Vishnu Sahasranama.

It needs no emphasis to say that Sahasranama 
highlights the truth that Dharma is the other face of 
Yagna and that to be wedded to Dharma is the highest 
form of Yagna. (Any action coupled with sacri ce is 
yagna).

Sahasranama is both a Stotra and a Mahamantra. In 

fact, each Nama has the value of a Mantra and for an 
Upasaka the repetition of each Nama will give the same 
Mantra e ect, as the repetition of the Sahasranama 
itself. ese words gain credence from Spastaksharah 
Mantra (279-280) which is followed signi cantly by 
Chandransu (281) that is which is drawn from the depths 
of the mind (Upasana). One should rst acquire the 
Upasana shakthi by regular devotional recitation of the 
Sahasranama to gain the promises it holds out. YAANI 
N A A M A A N I  G O U N A N I  V I K H Y A T A A N I 
MAHATMANAH i.e. each name is expressive of its gunas 
and attributes as extolled by the great souls. According to 
Vishnu Smriti, meditation on the attributes of Vishnu is 
like a mental bath which puri es the vasanas by 
removing the dirt of desire and hatred and all other 
kindred evils of the mind.

e miraculous powers of the recitation of the names 
of Vishnu has been referred to in the Charaka Samhita, a 
famous Ayurvedic work. It is a remedy for fever and other 
incurable diseases where medicine fails. According to 
Bana, famous author of Kadambari, Sahasranama 
should be sung in the con nement rooms for easy 
delivery and for fame-giving children, who build up the 
character of the country.

e Vedas say that "Vishnu Pada" (His form, abode, 
foot, or name) over ows with sweet honey. e place 
where he is praised, sung and adorned will be full of 
sweetness and contentment. e name is inseparable 
from God. ey are coeval. It is even more powerful than 
God Himself. Ajamila had conclusively proved by his 
example that the Name destroys sins not only of this 
birth but also of the previous births.

A unique feature of the Sahasranama is that all God-
Realized souls have adored it. Adi Shankara whose 
origins were in Shaivism had actually lifted it from out of 
oblivion and wrote an unparalleled commentary on it, 
making it a resplendent jewel for veneration and 
worship.

It is not necessary to know the meaning of each word 
to recite it. Shyama who was ignorant of Sanskrit became 
in due course so well-versed in it by merely reciting 
Sahasranama regularly that he began to explain its 
philosophical meanings.

Garuda Purana says that if one praises and adores the 
Creator with the same interest with which one praises a 
rich or a powerful man, the Lord would deliver him from 
the thralldom of the cycle of births and deaths Take to 
the praise of the Lord through the Upasana of the 
Sahasranama. It is an embodiment of noble thoughts, 
loving words and virtuous deeds, a recitation of which is 

9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 158



nothing but an oblation to the Lord. It is the supreme 
yagna one can perform. It takes its upasaka from out of 
the res of mundane a ictions and drowns him in the 
nectar of spiritual a uences. It lifts one from the earthly 
frontiers to the celestial heights. THESE ARE NO EMP'IY 
WORDS.

e last word, however, is not yet said. Sahasranama 
culminates in the nal word Sarvapraharanayudah 
(1000) where the Lord comes to the rescue of the devotee 
fully armed with every conceivable weapon guaranteeing 
full protection from any calamity the devotee may face. 

e man of action nds God in re, the man of 
meditation in the image but the strong in spirit nd God 
everywhere. Sahasranama gives that strength of spirit.

is is the photo of the Sai Baba statue in Sai 
Spiritual Center Bengaluru, whose eyes were opened 
after chanting of the Vishnu Sahasranamam

S h r i  R ad h a k r i s h n a  S wa my  ( a n  a p o s t l e  o f 
B.V.Narasimha Swamy) who established the Sai Spiritual 
Center in Bangalore always encouraged Vishnu 
Sahasranama recital. ere were miracles which prove 
the power of Vishnu Sahasranama. e Swamiji insisted 
there must be three steps for the pedestal, obviously 
signifying that the ''Trigunas' (Sathava, Rajas and 

amas) should be overcome by any one desiring to come 
close to Him.

On a chosen sacred day in May 1978, Shri 
Radhakrishna Swamiji installed the idol after the 
requisite homas and rituals, in the presence of a few 
contemporaries of Sai Baba. But unless one went very 
near the idol, the eyes were not visible which appeared to 
be closed. Swamiji said that the devotees should 
continue to chant Shri Vishnu Sahasranama and o er 
poojas and that Baba would open His eyes. Now, anyone 
can see the beautiful sparkling eyes of Baba from thirty 
or forty feet away. (Sai Padananda July 2002 by R. 
Seshadri)

No Wonder Swamiji was assertive: "Recitation of Shri 
Vishnu Sahasranamam is the panacea for all ills."

Source: Shri Saileela - April and May 1985, Sai 
Padananda, April 1999, July 2002

Very common doubt for people 
of all ages is, 'Can Sainath be 
approached now? If yes, how?' As 
Swami Sharanandaji rightly said, we 
do not need middle men to go to 
Sainath. We have to go ourselves 
directly with all humility and 
surrender. 

According to B.V.Narasimha 
Swamy, The best way of capturing 
Baba's heart is total surrender to 
Him. As Baba said, you should cast 
your entire burden on me. I will bear 
them. If you look to me I look to 
you.

So many devotees of Sai 
experience His constant and 
perpetual guardianship, protection 
and help in almost every matter, that 
there is no necessity for pressing this 
truth further to show that Sai is still 
alive after His Mahasamadhi. 
However, it is not everyone that gets 
the bene t of His continued 
existence and protection. The more 
ardent the devotees' call, the more is 
the response of Sainath for the 
devotee. Even a sinner coming into 
Sai fold gets a new lease of pious life.
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1. Bapusaheb Buty got the vision to build a wada 
when he was sleeping 

 A. In the upper oor of Buty Wada 
 B. When he was sleeping in the ground oor of 

Sathe wada
 C. When he was sleeping in the Dwarkamai
 D. When he was sleeping in the upper oor of 

Dixit Wada

2. Let the wada and temple take a concrete Shape. I 
shall ful ll the desires of all. To whom did Sai 
Baba say these words?

 A. Bapusaheb Buty
 B. Nanasaheb Chandorkar
 C. Madhavrao Deshpande
 D. Kakasaheb Dixit

3. Who were the three devotees who approached Sai 
Baba for construction of the Buty Wada

 A. Buty, Shama and Dixit
 B. Das Ganu, Shama and Buty
 C. Nanasaheb Chandorkar, Radhakrsihna Mai 

and Buty
 D. Buty, Shama and Chandorkar 

4. Who was entrusted with the supervision of the 
construction of the Buty Wada

 A. Shama B. Bapusaheb Job
 C. Kakasaheb Dixit D. Ramchandra Dada Patil

5. Sai Baba gave up his mortal coil on Dasera, the day 

QUIZ-2
Please test your knowledge on the Mahasamadhi of Sai 
Baba based on Chapter 39 and 42 of Sai Satcharitra written 
by Hemadripanth and translated into English by Smt Indira 
Kher

was also signi cant for the muslims. It was in the 
month of 

 A. Moharam  B. Ramzan 
 C. Rajab  D. Shahban

6. Sai Baba gave up his body on the following day of 
the week

 A. Monday  B. Wednesday
 C. Sunday  D. Tuesday

7. Baba gave up his breath at the following time
 A. 2.35 am  B. 2.35 pm 
 C. 12.30 am  D. 2.40 pm

8. In the year 1916 on the day of Dasera, when Sai 
Baba rst gave the hint of giving up his body, he 
appeared as the ______ Hindu Sage

 A. Vishwamitra  B. Vashista
 C. Jamdagni  D. Dattatreya

9. e normal time for the procession of Chavadi in 
Shirdi during Sai Baba's time was 

 A. 8 pm  B. 7 pm
 C. 10 pm  D. 9 pm

10. In the year 1918 in the month of Ashvin, on the 
Vijay Dashami Day, _______________ will go to 
his abode, Baba said to Ramachandra Patil

 A. Tatya  B. Buty 
 C. Shama  D. Dixit

QUIZ
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11. When Baba gave up his mortal frame, in whose 
dream he came at Pandarpur on 17th of October 
1918.

 A. Nana Saheb Chandorkar
 B. Das Ganu
 C. Tarkhad 
 D. Hemadripanth

12. Women were not allowed to enter the Masjid 
during the night period. Only one lady was 
allowed to enter. Her name is 

 A. Radhakrishna Mayi 
 B. Bayajamai
 C. Laxmi
 D. Mrs. Khaparde

13. Laxmibai O ered Bhakari (Flat bread) to Baba 
every day with

 A. Milk  B. Onion Chutney 
 C. Brinjals  D. Mango Pickel

14. At 3.30 in the afternoon Baba used to eat 
regularly 

 A. Rice  B. Bhakri 
 C. Vermicelli  D. any item

15. e reminder food which was eaten by Baba 
would be daily sent to 

 A. Laxmibai  B. Mrs. Khaparde 
 C. Bayajamai  D. Radhakrishna Mayi

16. Sai Baba gave 9 coins to Lakshmi Bai. What does 
the 9 symbolise

 A. 9 Planets 
 B. Navidha Bhakti 
 C. How a disciple should bene t from a guru 
 D. 9 doors or openings in human beings

17. Who told the 9 qualities of a disciple to Udhava
 A. Sai Baba  B. Vishnu
 C. Bhisma  D. Krishna 

18. e day predicted by Baba drew near, which 
devotee broke into cold sweat

 A. Bala Shimi
 B. Tatya
 C. Ramachandra patil
 D. Shama

19. When Sai Baba was about to leave his body he 
speci cally asked which of the following devotees 
to leave the masjid

 A. Shama and Dixit
 B. Butti and Kaka 

 C. Laxmibai and Bayajabai
 D. Ramachandra and Tatya

20. Who was the lucky devotee on whose lap Baba 
gave up His life

 A. Bayaja Kote
  B. Laxmibai
 C. Ramachandra Patil
 D. Tatya

Answers
1. C.  Chapter 39 ovi 130
2. C.  Madhavrao Deshpande Chapter 39 Ovi 135 to 137
3. A.  Chapter 39 Ovi 139 to 141
4. B  Bapusaheb Jog  Ovi 148 Chapter 39
5. A  Moharrum -Chapter 42 Ovi 12
6. D  Tuesday Chapter 42 - ovi 16
7. B  2.35 PM Chapter 42 - Ovi 12
8. C  Jamdagni Chapter 42 Ovi  21
9. D  9 PM Chapter 42 Ovi 33
10. A  Tatya Chapter 42 - Ovi 52 
11. B  Dasganu Chapter 42 Ovi 69 
12. C  Laxmi Bai Chapter 42 - Ovi 93
13. A  Crushed in milk Chapter 42 - Ovi 108
14. A  Vermicelli Chapter 42 - Ovi 112
15. B  Radhakrishna Mayi Chapter 42 - Ovi 113
16. A  6th stanza of 10th chapter in the 11th Canto of 

Shrimad Bhagavat wherein it is narrated how a disciple 
should benet from a guru   Chapter 42-0vi 122

17. B  Krishna to Udhava in Shrimad Bhagavat Chapter 
42 - Ovi 121

18. B  Balashimpi Chapter 49 - Ovi 62
19. B  Butti and Kaka  Chapter 42 -Ovi 134
20. A  Bayaja Kote Chapter 42 - Ovi 140

9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 1 61



Sai Baba Abhisekh
Sai Baba got up early in the morning every day. 

Madhav Fasle, Tukaram and other attendants would ll 
buckets of water for Baba to use. Sai Baba never brushed 
his teeth; he would rinse his mouth softly and wash his 
face, hands and feet. ose su ering from leprosy would 
take the water Sai Baba had used to rinse his mouth and 
would apply it to the leprosy a ected parts of their bodies 
which would get cured.

Rambaji of Nashik, who was a devotee of Sai Baba, 
su ered from various ailments. He took bath in the 
water which owed o  after Sai Baba took his bath and 
was cured of his ailments. us, he made a humble 
o ering of a square stone stool to Sai Baba on which Sai 
Baba sat and bathed.

Post Baba Samadhi, the ritual of bathing Baba or 
abhishek to Baba has diligently continued. ough the 
onus of this abhishek resides with Shri Sai Baba 
Sansthan, Shri Vishwanath Ramakrishna Iyer or Baba 
Iyer, is currently o ering this service of supplying hot 
water for abhishek of Sai Baba's idol. His parents based 
on the advice of Nityanand Swamy came to Shirdi and 
started a hotel business adjacent to Samadhi Mandir in 
Shirdi. Shirdi Sansthan used to use hot water for 
abhishek of Sai Baba and every devotee who was present 
during that time was allowed to use the hot water for 
abhishek of Samadhi. Hot water of the boiler in Sansthan 
was not su cient during that period. So Iyer family used 
to supply the hot water to Sansthan. But subsequently 
they stopped the supply of hot water. Sai Baba came in 
the dream of Baba Iyer's mother and said, 'you use hot 
water for bath but you deny the same to me?' ereafter 
the supply of hot water continued until this day. (this 
happened somewhere in the 1950s before the statue was 
installed)

e routine has not been stopped for even a single day 
till today.

Introduction to
Video Productions

For additional details of Baba Iyer supplying hot 
water for Baba's abhishek, watch the video available at 
www.AuraofShirdiSai.org and enjoy.

Rui Village
Rui is a small village in Rahata Taluk of Ahmednagar 

District of Maharashtra. It is about 3 kilometers away 
from Shirdi. Sai Baba never went to any place except 
Rahata, Rui and Nimgaon in person.

Mhalsapathy, Kashiram Shimpi and Appa Jagle were 
friends and used to look after ascetics who came to 
Shirdi. us, they came to Baba and took care of his 
meager needs to the best of their ability. Baba did not 
favor Mhalsapathy with materialistic wealth but he gave 
him abundant spiritual wealth. Mhalsapathy did favor us 
devotees in the following way. One day Mhalsapathy had 
gone on his 'Madhukari' rounds. (Madhukari is taking 
alms from 5 houses). At that time Baba suddenly got up 
and resolutely left the Masjid and walked out of the 
village. As soon as Mhalsapathy returned home his 
mother informed him that Baba had left Shirdi. 
Immediately he kept his bhiksha jholi (bag used for 
collecting alms) down and said, If Baba returns I too will 
return. If not I don't know where I will go or what will 
happen to me  and he left. He searched for Baba and 

nally found him in Rui. Baba was sitting on the ground 
and taking a thorn out of his foot. Mhalsapathy 
entreated Baba to return to Shirdi. Baba said, Arre 
Bhagat you have come to fetch me, hence I will have to 
return . us, Mhalsapathy again averted a tragedy for 
Shirdi.

For additional details of Sai Baba Mandir in Rui, 
watch the video at www.AuraofShirdiSai.org and 
enjoy.
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Sai Baba is God
e Simple Understanding of Sai Baba by Rahul Vellal

e young voice exuberating energy devotion 
attracted me, it was a WhatsApp forward. I searched for 
the name on the internet and found Rahul Vellal singing 
Praises of Lord Shiva and many more devotional songs. 

ey were all visually attractive -- the small boy with one 
tooth missing singing joyfully, at ease with di cult 
phrases. e process to get him to sing for Sai Aura was an 
easy task as the blessed are easy to approach and obtain. 
Rahul's songs give an impression of musical family 

background; but he has none. His maternal grandmother 
has learnt classical music and must have inspired him. 
We are thankful to her for inspiring Rahul, the blessed 
child and for the pleasure of enjoying his songs.

My talk with Ravi Vellal and Hema his parents was a 
pleasant experience.

Talking to Rahul was an enchanting experience a 
child who has sung such beautiful bhajans and songs in 
praise of God says about Sai Baba, that Sai Baba is God .

To listen to Rahul's praise of Sai Baba, listen to him 
singing Sai Baba Bhajan at www.AuraofShirdiSai.org
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Shri Sai Baba's 11 Assurances

 No harm shall befall him, who steps on the soil of 
Shirdi.

 He who comes to my Samadhi, his sorrow and 
su ering shall cease.

 ough I be no more in esh and blood, I shall ever 
protect my devotees

 Trust in me and your prayer shall be answered.

 Know that my spirit is immortal, know this for 
yourself.

 Show unto me he who has sought refuge and has 
been turned away.

 In whatever faith men worship me, even so do I 
render to them.

 Not in vain is my promise that I shall ever lighten 
your burden.

 Knock, and the door shall open, ask and it shall be 
granted.

 To him who surrenders unto me totally I shall be 
ever indebted.

 Blessed is he who has become one with me.

9 July 2017  |  Vol 1  Issue 164



s the D-day for Aura of Shirdi Sai, a Baba-A driven initiative is soon approaching, I now 
am attempting to stand back to re ect and introspect on 
every single thing that made Aura of Shirdi Sai, the 
eMagazine take a shape and eventually be born. Looking 
back, I nally realize the amount of work and support 
that I have received all along the way starting from the 
day, I had the Baba-ordered vision, back in September, 
2016. is work has been no di erent from a woman 
going through her gestational period. ere have been 
several up days and equally down days but there has 
always been a village of visible and invisible forces behind 
me marching lockstep with me and moulding my baby, 
Sai Aura. Of course, none of this would have been 
possible if not for Sai Baba who has been everything to 
me: my soul, my spirit, my guiding light, my strength, my 
addiction and equally my weakness. I wonder if I'm even 
capable of thanking Baba for all he has done for me and 
brought into my life. How can I even begin to thank him? 
I shall still try to do so humbly as I take my next step into 
the publishing world for him teaching me everything 
that he did, starting from faith to belief to perseverance 
to enjoying those small and big successes that the Sai 
Aura team and I achieved over the last several months.

I would not be who I'm today if not for my parents  
Shantha and Gopalaswamy.  Amma and Anna, thank you 
for everything you have given me in my life   from 
putting up with my tantrums to craziness and still be 
patient enough to mould me. I dedicate this success 
entirely to the loving care of yours and the trust you both 
had in me.

Malu, Ranju and Dinu  you have not been just my 
siblings. You all have been a huge moral and emotional 
support. You not only thought me to love and laugh but 
gave me an opportunity to learn what being jealous is all 
about by being exceptional in everything you did. What a 
huge yardstick you all placed in front of me to cross. I 
wouldn't have been able to remotely manage anything 
close to what and like I did if not for all your endless 
support. I attribute this magazine to all of you. 

Sandhya and Leeladhar, thanking you both with 
words is nearly impossible. You both have been such a 

tremendous energy behind me starting from the day the 
idea of Sai Aura was conceived. I can't even imagine if 
there can be anyone else that can be a sport like you both 
have been  from letting me boss over you to being my 
mentor. ank you both for spending endless hours and 
sleepless nights, for putting up with my indecisiveness 
several times to o ering a way forward on numerous 
occasions and  adopting both Sai Aura and me into your 
family. I owe Sai Aura's success to both of you. 

Sankaraiah uncle, Gawankar Kaka, Pawar Kaka, Dr. 
Vijayakumar, Sanjay Padiaji, Dinesh uncle, thank you all 
for your guidance, counsel and contributions towards 
making this magazine so magical. You all taught me to 
hang in there and constantly a rmed that perseverance 
was eventually going to be rewarded.  I now see the value 
of your guidance as I stand on the threshold of Sai Aura's 
D-day.

Subramaiah uncle, you not only o ered guidance and 
taught me about patience, you were the reason for me to 
even pen down my rst ever writing in my life. You asked 
me to write from my heart. I did just that and here it is. I 
am ever so grateful to you for helping me break out of my 
nervousness. 

My small family that I have, my husband Satish and 
my son Amit  I owe it to you both. You have both been 
my cheerleaders starting day one of this initiative. You 
both have been my backbone, my energy, the reason for 
my boldness while I was entering this new turf. You both 
have been a great critique which has forced me to excel in 
everything and always take anything I do several notches 
up. ank you both for standing behind me and being an 
invisible force that no one could ever see.

Finally, my heartfelt gratitude to all the contributing 
authors, artists, designers, editors, photographers, 
video production team, singers, web designers and 
developers, printer, friends and family for your 
enormous support. 

Aum Sai Ram
Yours truly,

Prathibha
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